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SPECIALS —— 


American Freedom 
and 
Catholic Power 
By Paul Blanshard 


$1.95 


Communism, 
Democracy 
and Catholic Power 


By Paul Blanshard 


$1.95 


Out of the 
Labyrinth 


By 
L. H. Lehmann 


$2.00 


— NEW BOOKS— 


THE 
MASTER’S 
TOUCH 


LEGENDS OF ST. ANNE AND MARY, 
the Mother of Jesus 
(Scriptural and Legendary) By Nancy Hearn Griffin 


New book on apparitions 
of Mary and Maryology $1 .00 


—ORDER NOW AND SAVE— 


Christ's Mission Speakers 
Reu. Francis 9. Kieda 


© May 3—Artichoke Lake Bapt. Ch., Correl, 
Minn.; May 5—Thabor Ev. Luth. Ch., Way. 
sa, Neb.; May 6—Ewing Meth. Ch., Ewing, 
Neb.; May 7—Memorial Bapt. Ch., Cham. 
bers, Neb.; May 8—Ist Bapt. Ch., Ansley, 
Neb.; May 10—Free Mission Ch., Stroms. 
burg, Neb.; May 10—1Ist Meth. Ch., Stroms- 
burg, Neb.; May 12, 13, 14—Calvary Bapt, 
Ch., Cambridge, Neb.; May 17—St. John’s 
Ev. Luth. Ch., Crete, Neb.; May 17—Igt 
Bapt. Ch., Lincoln, Neb.; May 19—Mead 
Emmanuel Bapt. Ch., Mead, Neb. 


Rev. rbugele Le Valle 


© May 3—Bapt. Missionary Ch., La Porte, 
Ind.; May 5—Community Bible Ch., Posen, | 
lll.; May 6—Clearing Bible Ch., Chicago, 
lil.; May 10,.11, 12, 13—Grace Pres. Ch, 
Peoria, Ill.; May 14—Ist Ch. of God, Rock. 
ford, lll.; May 15—Pine Creek Bapt. Ch, 
Waterloo, lowa; May 17—Bethany Luth, 
Cath. Che Osege, lows; May 19-Ocheyede 
uth. Ch., Osage, lowa; May 
Christian Ref. Ch., Ocheyedan, lowa; May 
20—Ist Ev. and Ref. Ch., Pomeroy, lowa; 
May 21—Ist Bapt. Ch., Kiron, lowa; May 22 
—Trinity Luth. Ch., Forest City, lowa; May 
24—Grace Missionary Ch., lowa City, lowa; 
May 24—Lincoln Blvd. Bapt. Ch., Muscatine, | 
lowa; May 27—East Park Bapt. Ch., Deca- 
tur, Ill.; May 28, 29—Union Service, Rev, | 
Arthur Killam, Joliet, Ill.; May 31—Bachelor | 
Creek Ch. of Christ, Wabash, Ind. 


© May 1, 2—Mennonite Brethren in Christ | 
Ch., Terre Hill, Pa. 


WOMEN AND THE ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 


Forgotten Women — in Convents 
By Helen Conroy (Sister Mary Ethel) 


A first-hand account 
of convent life. $13 


The Priest, 
the Woman and 
the Confessional 


By Father Chiniqy 


Anyone who has 
read “Fifty Years i 
the Church of Rome’ 
by the same author 
will want to 
book written in hi 
vivid yet kindly as 


Rosary Road By Lillian Ekstadt 
A fiction portrayal of the conflict a Re 
man Catholic experiences when he 
an evangelical Christian. 
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PRAYER OF 
ST. FRANCIS 


Lord, make me the instrument of 
Your peace. 


Where there is hatred may | 
bring love; 


Where there is malice may | 
bring pardon; 


Where there is discord may | 
bring harmony; 


Where there is error may | bring 
truth; 


Where there is doubt may | bring 
faith; 


Where there is despair may | 
bring hope; 


Where there is darkness may | 
bring Your light; 

Where there is sadness may | 
bring joy. 


O Master, may | seek not so 
much to be comforted as to 
comfort, 


To be understood as to under- 
stand, 


To be loved as to love, 
For it is in giving that we receive, 


It is in losing our lives that we 
shall find them, 


It is in forgiving that we shall be 
forgiven, 


It is in dying that we shall rise 
up to eternal life. 


—St. Francis of Assisi 





Converted Catholic Editor Wins 
Freedoms Foundation Award 


OR his public address on “Dollar 

Diplomacy,” given at the Los An- 
geles Breakfast Club, Dr. Walter M. Mon- 
tafio, editor of Tur Convertep CaTHOLIc 
MAGAZINE, was given the George Washing- 
ton Honor Medal Award by the Freedoms 
Foundation, well-known nation-wide agency 
for the promotion of “Americanism” in this 
country. The award was presented by Don 
Belding, chairman of the board of directors, 
at a luncheon March 16 at the Hollywood 
Athletic Club. 

In his speech Dr. Montafio mentioned the 
tremendous sums of money being sent 
abroad annually by the American people, and 
suggested that the real value of those sums 
is not measured in their purchase value but 
in the inscriptions which are engraved on the 
silver dollar: E PLURIBUS UNUM, LIB- 
ERTY, PEACE, IN GOD WE TRUST. 
They are the basis of true “dollar diploma- 
cy.” Dwelling on each of the coin mottoes, 
Dr. Montafio emphasized the religious values 
of our American heritage and pointed his 
listeners to the firm faith of the nation’s 
founders. 

Winner of the first place award in the pub- 
lic address category was Cecil B. DeMille, 
with a speech on “Silent Voices.” Others who 
qualified with Dr. Montajio in the same cate- 
gory were Benjamin Fairless, of U.S. Steel, 
Harvey S. Firestone, Jr., of the Firestone 
Tire Company, and Harold E. Stassen, Mu- 
tual Security Director in the Eisenhower 
government. 
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Freedoms Foundation was organized be- 
cause of the conviction that “To maintain 
the American Way of Life and pass it intact 
to succeeding generations is the responsi- 
bility of every true American.” Its philoso- 
phy is founded on (1) a fundamental belief 
in God, (2) a constitutional government de- 
signed to serve the people, and (3) a succes- 
sion of political and economic rights which 
protect the dignity and freedom of the indi- 
vidual, such as: the right to worship God in 
one’s own way, the right to freedom of 
speech and of the press, the right to work 
in callings and localities of our choice, the 
right to freedom from arbitrary government 
regulation and control, etc. 

The 1952 award recipients were chosen by 
a distinguished Awards Jury composed of 
thirty State Supreme Court jurists and ex- 
ecutive officers of national patriotic and mili- 
tary organizations and service clubs. The 
jury spent two weeks at the Foundation’s 
headquarters in December selecting awardees 
under the chairmanship of Dr. Albert C. Ja- 
cobs, Chancellor of the University of Den- 
ver. Vice-president Richard M. Nixon pre- 
sented the principal awards in special Wash- 
ington’s Birthday ceremonies at historic Val- 
ley Forge. 

The Honor Medal presented to Dr. Mon- 
tafio depicts on one side George Washington 
at prayer in Valley Forge, and is inscribed 
on the reverse side: “For Outstanding 
Achievement in Bringing About a Better 
Understanding of the American Way of 
Life.” 
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Josef Sta- 
lin and The 
Parador Of 
Romantom 
Marshall Jo- 
sef Stalin, pre- 
mier of the 


USSR, has pass- 
ed on. 





His death was mourned by Russians, 
gloated over by his enemies. The ‘extreme 
unction”” accorded the dying dictator by 
Pius XII was a prayer for his ‘‘conversion.” 
And in his last moments the pope gave him 
a final accolade, naming him the enslaver 
of millions and the representative of the 
Anti-Christ! Rome has been the bitterest 
of Stalin’s enemies, the arch-opponent of 
communism. 


And yet, strangely enough, Stalin as a 
boy was studying for the (Greek) Catho- 
lic priesthood. 

It is significant that those who have been 
closest to Roman Catholicism usually later 
find themselves farthest from it. Those who 
know the system best most strongly oppose 
it and cannot escape too far from it. 


Romanism is bitterly anti-communistic, 
and is constantly assailing all non-Catholi- 
cism for “communistic leanings’ and 
“pinkish tendencies.” But Rome refuses to 
recognize that she is largely responsible 
for communism’s existence. Communism is 
a secularist philosophy which has fed fat 
upon the economic conditions bred in the 
Roman Catholic culture and the hypocrisy 
rampant in ecclesiastical circles. It was the 
Roman Catholic Church which gave occa- 
sion to the Marxian epithet: ‘‘Religion is 
the opiate of the people.” It was the Ro- 
man Catholic clergy who made necessary 
the Mexican and Russian revolutions of 
1917. 
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Who was responsible for the feudalism, 
dissolute monarchies and ecclesiastical in- 
trigues of Europe? Who restricted educa- 
tion to the clergy and upper class? Who 
became the biggest capitalist of the con- 
tinent, constantly increasing her land hold- 
ings, ceaselessly investing her riches in 
profitable enterprises, fattening her bishops 
and popes on the “royalties of St. Peter,” 
while her humble adherents were bled for 
every mass and indulgence? 

Today Rome cringes in terror before her 
bastard offspring. 

* 


* * * 


AWitehcock 
Moute 

Boosts Catholic 
Confessional 


Hollywood's most 
recent pro-Catholic 
production is Alfred 
Hitchcock’s ‘‘I Con- 
fess,” a murder mystery based on the code 
of secrecy between confessor and penitent 
known as the ‘‘seal of the confessional.” 
Shot almost entirely in Roman Catholic 
Quebec, real priests are used in many of 
the scenes, and when the scenario calls for 
an ordination, all the priests are Quebec 
clergy except Montgomery Clift, who is 
the star of the movie. 


An Associated Press release describes the 
film this way: 

“It opens with a murder. A man dressed 
in a full length cassock of a priest is seen 
by two schoolgirls as he hurries away from 
the victim’s house. The murderer, a servant 
whom the priest had befriended, confesses 
the crime to Clift, the priest. The Hitch- 
cock suspense builds to where the priest is 
suspected, later charged, with the slaying. 
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“His lips sealed by the seal of the con- 
fessional, Clift refuses to speak out even 
though he is accused of plotting with Anne 
Baxter, who, before his ordination, had 
been his fiancee. Even with his life and her 
reputation at stake, the padre refuses to 
clear himself. 


“The ending, as well as the whole movie, 
is Hitchcock at his best.” 


It is also Romanism at its “best,” calling 
the shots in Hollywood! 


ok 


Setter Se 
Rightiot 
“Than 
Repke. 


Feeney 


The Vatican 

has decided that 

when authority and logic are in conflict, it 
is more important to retain authority. Re- 
sult: a decision to rid the Roman Catholic 
Church of recalcitrants and intransigents, 


and Father Leonard Feeney, Boston Jesuit, 
is excommunicated for teaching that there 


is no salvation outside the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


This action is significant for several rea- 
sons. First, because it gives the public a 
false impression which is quite favorable 
to Rome. Most people reading the grounds 
for Feeney’s excommunication jump to the 
conclusion that the Roman Catholic Church 
is really more ample and tolerant than they 
had thought. 


But don’t get the wrong impression! 
Rome is not less narrow, but more narrow 
than they had thought. Feeney “got the 
gate’ not because of his theology but be- 
cause he stubbornly persisted in it. In Ro- 
manism it is more important to be con- 
formed than convinced. Theology is not 
the issue but authority. Feeney was recal- 
citrant, so he went! The Church wants no 
independent thinkers—they might stumble 
on the truth, even if for the moment they 
seem to be more Catholic than Catholicism. 


The Vatican decree, issued by the sacred 
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congregation of the holy office in Rome on 
February 13, climaxed a four-year contro. 
versy which became public with the dis. 
missal of four instructors from Boston col- 
lege, a Jesuit school. They were charged 
with teaching the Feeney doctrine that sal- 
vation is impossible outside the Roman 
Catholic Church. This interpretation is “fag 
from genuine Catholic doctrine,’ Rome ob- 
served. 


How far? According to the pontifical 
theologians, persons outside the church 
may attain salvation, if through ignorance 
they do not know the church as divinely 
established by Christ, yet have an implicit 
desire to be incorporated into it, and pos- 
sess “a good disposition of soul wher 

erson wishes his will to be conformed to 
the will of God.’ In other words, ignor- 
ance of Roman claims, plus an “implicit 
desire” to join the church, plus a pious dis- 
position will take you to heaven; but an 


‘earnest and sincere desire to follow Christ 


as an evangelical Protestant will take you 
to hell. 


How logical is Rome on this point? Is it 
possible for anyone to know absolutely 
nothing about Christ and His church (ie. 
the Roman church) and yet have an “im- 
plicit desire’”’ to be incorporated into it? 
Feeney said no and in so saying he was be- 
ing logical and expounding what has al- 
ways been the popular teaching of Ro- 
manism. But Mr. Feeney, as a good Jesuit 
you should have realized that if your sv- 
perior says so, then “white is black and 
biack is white.” It is your job to submit 
your will so entirely to the church that you 
are ‘‘as a corpse in the hands of your su- 
perior.”” 


Rome is no longer interested in theolo- 
gians. Her thinking was done centuries ago. 
In this day and age you must not reason 
but acquiesce. 


Incidentally, Rome might not be so quick 
to excommunicate one of her priests for 
any other heresy, but with Mr. Feeney she 
is playing it safe. He’s bound to knuckle 
under sooner or later. Because, by his own 
doctrine, if he persists in it as an excom- 
municated man he is damned! Remember, 


“extra ecclesia nulla salus!”’ 
* * * & 
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Weth 
Vatican 
State 
Revesled 


The American people have been humil- 
iated and their constitutional principles be- 
trayed by the wartime administration of 
President Roosevelt. A number of “‘secret 
agreements’ are being publicly repudiated 
by the present administration. But the most 
humiliating revelation of all has come to 
us through an editorial in L’Osservatore 
Romano occasioned by the debate over the 
appointment of Mrs. Clare Booth Luce to 
the post of ambassador to Rome. 


According to Robert A. Graham, who 
writes in the Jesuit weekly America (Feb. 
28, 1953), the semi-official Osservatore in 
its editorial protested that the American 
system of Church-State relations did not 
prevent the United States from having at 
the Vatican a charge d'affaires in the per- 
son of Harold H. Tittmann, whose ap- 
pointment was officially communicated to 
the Holy See. This was during the war, 
when Mr. Tittmann remained in the terri- 
tory of the Vatican State with diplomatic 
status (“con la sua qualifica diplomatica’’ ) 
from December 1941 until 1944. 


Graham goes on to comment: 


“This is a revelation. The State Depart- 
ment has never admitted that Mr. Tittmann 
was ever more than special assistant to the 
personal representative of the President, 
Myron C. Taylor. The Vatican apparently 
maintains that, at least while he enjoyed 
sanctuary in Vatican City, he had a true 
diplomatic status in virtue of special ac- 
creditation. 


“This latter contention is supported by 
a document in the Roosevelt papers at Hyde 
Park, to which Rev. Martin Hasting, S.]., 
of St. Louis University has kindly called 
my attention. This is a memorandum sent 
by Sumner Welles, Under-Secretary of 
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State, to the President on December 17, 
1941. He called Mr. Roosevelt’s attention 
to the fact that the Italian Government 
might raise strong objection to the con- 
tinued residence of Mr. Tittmann in Vati- 
can City unless he received some official 
diplomatic status. Mr. Welles goes on: 


“The Secretary (Cordell Hull) agrees 
with me that it is of very great importance 
that Tittmann remain in the Vatican City 
so that we may continue contact through 
him with the Holy See. If we ascertain that 
the Vatican will have to give in to Italian 
pressure and agree to have Tittmann leave, 
it seems to me that you will wish to con- 
sider favorably Tittmann’s designation as 
charge d'affaires in order to avoid this re- 
sult. 


“The President accepted this recom- 
mendation and authorized the appoint- 
ment.’ (President’s Secretary's File. Italy, 
1941. With the permission of Director, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library).” 


In other words, presidential and State 
departmental denials to the contrary not- 
withstanding, for several years the United 
States sustained official diplomatic rela- 
tions with the Vatican State. Acting on the 
basis of ‘“‘expediency” rather than by prin- 
ciples of right and wrong, the Roosevelt 
administration sold the American birth- 
right for a mess of pottage. 


We are confident that the present regime 
will not so easily succumb to Romanist 
pressure. We submit to the United States 
government and to President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower the following clear alterna- 
tives: 

Roman Catholicism must be considered 
either as (1) an American religion, or (2) 
a non-American State. 

If we recognize it as a non-American 
State (which it really is), then it will be 
necessary to revoke the citizenship of all 
American Roman Catholic bishops who 
swear their loyalty to the Vatican's pontiff. 
(See article on Archbishop O'Hara). 


If we recognize Roman Catholicism as an 
American religion, then to preserve our 
cherished separation of church and state 
we can have absolutely no relations, diplo- 
matic or otherwise, with the pope. 
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You may take your pick, Mr. President, 
but you can’t take both. 

And as for you, Mr. Graham. You go on 
to observe: “The State Department's de- 
nials are disingenuous from the viewpoint 
of international relations.’ You suggest 
that the pope was generous in allowing us 
to leave an accredited diplomat at Vatican 
City, although in so doing we ‘exposed the 
Vatican to complaints and reprisals from 
Italy, while endangering at the same time 
the position of the bona fide diplomats.” 

Who do you think profited from that 
deal, Mr. Graham? Was it the Vatican’s 
Swiss Guard that freed Washington? How 
did the allies happen to pick Italy for the 
second front instead of southern France? 
Again, is it Vatican money that supports 
the American bishops? If the pope was so 
grievously offended at the U.S. diplomatic 
tactics of ‘“‘gain much and give little,” as 
you say, why did he spread the blanket of 
deceit over the entire relationship? 

It is understandable why a political body 
like the U.S. Department of State, for fear 
of public reaction, would hesitate to reveal 
its mistakes. But you would think that a 
church, most of all its apostolic vicar, 
would be more honest. If the pope was 
getting little and giving much, why didn’t 
he say so? Why didn’t he demand diplo- 
matic recognition for his apostolic delegate 
in Washington, for example? No, he was 
afraid to say anything for fear Mr. Titt- 
mann would be recalled to the United 
States. 

Sorry, Mr. Graham, we cannot agree 
with you. The pope came out on the long 
end of that deal. That is why he kept every- 
thing hush-hush. It was the American peo- 
ple who were temporarily swindled out of 
their brithright. 

But it will not happen again! 


* * * * 


aul Sarpc The struggle be- 
P Ss tween Church and 


thud The State is not confined 
Church- State Protestant countries. 


Where Roman 

Straggle Catholicism is recog- 
nized as the official 

religion, sometimes the politically-minded 
Jesuits have been excluded from the coun- 
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try, or some other curbs have been placed 
on the clergy. A majority of Roman Cath- 
olics would like to retain their religion as 
a way of life, but definitely prefer to keep 
their Church out of politics. 

The theme is recurring in Yugoslavia, 
Late in 1952, Marshal Tito broke off rela. 
tions with the Vatican when Pope Pius 
chose Archbishop Stepinac, long in the 
Yugoslav dog-house, for the post of cardi- 
nal. Tito has been conspicuously friendly, 
however, with Bishop Aksamovic and other 
prelates who have shown a disposition to 
cooperate with the national regime. 


Rome tries to maintain her political grip 
on Yugoslavia. Tito tries to break that grip 
while retaining Romanism as a religion. He 
insists that Catholics have a right to their 
faith, but he wants it independent of the 
Vatican. At stake is the allegiance of the 
Catholic people themselves—whether they 
will obey their church authorities and op- 
pose their government, or support their 
government and practice their religion even 
without approval from Rome. 

History is merely repeating itself. 

In the early 17th century the same im- 
passe occurred in Venice. And the story of 
Paul Sarpi, the monk who fought and won 
the fight of his (Catholic) country against 
the Vatican is still inspiring others to stand 
for freedom from unwanted tyranny. Coin- 
ing the motto, “Sovereignty knows no mu- 
tuality,” Sarpi used his genius to defy the 
pope and break the dread weapon of papal 
interdict so conclusively that it was never 
again applied to a whole nation until 1927 
in Mexico. 

He is not a well known figure, yet to 
Paul Sarpi is attributed the discovery of the 
circulation of the blood (William Harvey 
iearned of it through him), the existence of 
valves in the veins, and the function of the 
iris of the eye. Sarpi was the teacher of the 
great Galileo and helped him make the first 
telescope. He was also the first to use at 
tificial respiration, and the first to make @ 
thermometer to measure the temperatures 
of the body. 

The dramatic story of Venice and of 
Paul Sarpi — churchman, statesman, theo 
logian, scientist, inventor, astronomer, phil 
osopher, lawyer, mathematician, writer (e 
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tracts from his writings alone on meta- 
physics and other themes fill 29 large folio 
volumes)—is presented to the readers of 
the CONVERTED CATHOLIC on the follow- 
ing pages of this issue. 





“Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam 
out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou 
see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy 
brother's eye’’ (Matthew 7:5). 


Somehow we are not moved to really deep 
sympathy when we read the recent papal 
encyclicals against “‘persecution’’ or hear 
Bishop Fulton J. Sheen assert that “persecu- 
tion of the Church is more intense today 
than at any other time in the history of 
Christianity.’ It is too much like the pot 
calling the kettle black. 


“Paradoxically enough,” according to Dr. 
W. Stanley Rycroft, Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions Board secretary for Latin Ameri- 
ca, “the worst persecution is currently be- 
ing carried on by members of the church 
Bishop Sheen belongs to, the one headed 
by the pope, and we have yet to hear that 
they condemn this persecution of Protes- 
tants in Colombia.” Rycroft spoke at the 
Fifth National Conference on Church and 
State of the Protestants and Others United. 


What has been the papal reaction to re- 
ports, fully documented, of religious per- 
secution in Colombia? He has just elevat- 
ed the Archbishop of Bogota to the rank of 
Cardinal. That should be sufficient to an- 
swer the well-meaning American Catholics 
who lament the Colombian persecutions 
and say, “But surely the pope doesn’t ap- 
prove of such practices.” 
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Dr. Rycroft in his address stated that 
Roman Catholic periodicals both in Colom- 
bia and the United States continued to crit- 
icize the victims of the persecution rather 
than the persecutors, despite the ample 
documentation contained in the specific ac- 
counts furnished by the Confederation of 
Evangelical Churches which has reported 
‘147 cases that have occurred between De- 
cember, 1951 and October 31, 1952.” Oth- 
er documentation is found in non-Protes- 
tant publications, such as the writings of 
the distinguished Colombian, German Ar- 
ciniegas. 

Dr. Rycroft credited one Catholic pub- 
lication as being an exception, and lauded 
the fairness of the American lay journal 
Commonweal, which in an editorial on 
May 2, 1952, unequivocally condemned 
both the Colombian persecutors and their 
apologists in the United States. Common- 
weal said: 

“Catholics, then, rather than seeming 
to justify the suppression of non-Catho- 
lic propaganda on the grounds that, in 
a particular country, it is contrary to civil 
law, might better attempt to revaluate 
the problem of civil regimes (even so- 
called ‘‘Catholic” ones) which through 
such laws continue to violate the rights 
of the individual and thus invite the 
very civil disobedience which is now de- 
plored in Spain and Colombia. 

“We must further admit that no mat- 
ter what the provocation (and undoubt- 
edly the case is not clearly a black and 
white one) no excuse can be given for 
violent mob action against religious mi- 
norities. The Catholic answer, in this 
case, must be to pray for the blasphemer, 
not to persecute him. When a group of 
fanatics, Catholic or otherwise, resorts 
to force and violence, it must be con- 
demned. No ‘provocation’ can excuse 
a 
Dr. Rycroft used conditions in Colombia 

as an argument for further strengthening 
the separation of church and state in Amer- 
ica. “One is reminded again,” he said, “‘of 
the famous dictum of Thomas Jefferson: 
‘History, I believe, furnishes no example 
of a priest-ridden people maintaining free 
civil government.’ ” 
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| DRAMA IN HISTORY 


ies Pu } ili 
He The Monk of VENICE 


cy By W. M. Montafo 


LTHOUGH geographically a 
part of Italy, Venice in the six- 


teenth century was not Italian, still less 
Roman. For thirteen hundred years it 
jealously maintained its independence as 
a republic, treating with the states of 
Italy, and Rome itself, as with foreign 
powers. Its history is a long and colorful 
record of its fight for that independence, 
frequently against the ravaging Turk, 
= but more especially against the papal 
4 Vatican. Of the two, Venice feared the 
SS Pope more than sultan. “From papal ag- 
: gression, O holy Turk deliv- 
: a er us!” was an invocation 
the Venetians ironically 
added to their litany of the 

saints. 
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Duel Between Two Powers 


HRISTMAS MORNING, in the 


year 1605, a courier from the office 
of the papal nuncio appeared before the 
decorative bronze gates of the ducal 
palace. He was the bearer of two impor- 
tant dispatches, addressed to his serene 
highness the Doge, from Pope Paul V 
in Rome. 

But within the palace that morning 
the aged Doge Grimani lay dead in his 
gilded chamber. On the canals and in 
the narrow, twisting calles of the city 
all festive sounds were hushed. Only the 
bell of the dead in the campanile of San 
Marco broke the silence as it tolled out 
its mournful message to the farthest 
reaches of the estuary, announcing to 
all the inhabitants of the island republic 
that their doge had passed away. 


Gloom at the passing of their beloved 
prince showed plainly on the counten- 
ances of the senators and counsellors of 
state as they hurriedly thronged the spa- 
cious halls of the palace. But the fore- 
boding in their hearts was still greater 
because of the crisis precipitated by the 
arrival of the momentous dispatches 
from Rome. They anxiously fingered 
the heavy papal seals as they passed in 
colorful array to take their places around 
the grand council chamber to discuss 
what should be done. 

All knew well what the briefs would 
contain. For the Senate had but recent- 
ly re-enacted two laws inimical to the 
church: one forbidding the erection of 
any more church buildings and mona- 
steries; the other putting an end to the 
alienation of private property in mort- 
main to the ecclesiastical power. They 
had furthermore openly angered the 
pope by committing to the dungeons, 
atoss the Bridge of Sighs, two eminent 
etclesiastics who had been arrested for 
public immoralities. 


Ultimatum 

The papal briefs, therefore, would be 
ai ultimatum upon these two matters, 
threatening the launching of an interdict 


unless the two laws were instantly re- 
woked and the imprisoned bishops re- 
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leased. The Venetian ambassador in 
Rome had already warned the senate 
that the pope would brook no delay ; that 
to his plea for more time the pope had 
testily replied: “We are above all! We 
are able to set up kings and depose oth- 
ers, since we control all things that tend 
to a supernatural end.” Upon their an- 
swer to these two briefs the honor, in- 
dependence and safety of the proud re- 
public of the doges now depended. Re- 
fusal to meet the demands therein con- 
tained would bring upon them excom- 
munication, disruption, war. 

Suddenly there arose up amongst 
them the tall commanding figure of Sen- 
ator Leonardo Donato. Erect and vigor- 
ous in appearance, though already ad- 
vanced in years, he was recognized as 
their most seasoned statesman, with 
much experience in civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal diplomacy. As Venetian ambassador 
at the court of Rome, he had ably de- 
fended the republic against this same 
Camillo Borghese, now Pope Paul V, 
when he was a cardinal and chief adviser 
to Pope Clement VIII. 


“There is only one man in Venice,” 
Donato decisively declared, “who can 
save us in this crisis. It is Paul Sarpi the 
Servite friar. Let us summon him at 
once!” 


A Frail Monk Before Goliath 


Hurried from his monastery before 
his Christmas devotions were finished, 
Friar Sarpi entered the grand council 
chamber and stood respectfully before 
the peers of his country, his humble 
monk’s cloth contrasting strangely with 
the gorgeous robes of scarlet silk of that 
august assemblage. His figure was short 
and frail, but from his face. with its 
delicately chiseled features, shone that 
genius which has placed him among the 
world’s foremost great men. It was this 
genius that the richly clad patricians 
now trusted to save them in their hour 
of peril. 


Sarpi, too, carefully scrutinized the 
unopened dispatches and fingered their 
ponderous lead seals. Then, with an 
astuteness born of his intimacy with the 
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intricacies of ecclesiastical law, he quick- 
ly solved their immediate problem. 

“My Lords,” 

he curtly pro- 

mi, nounced, 

oa! “these dis- 

h, 

} patches are 
addressed to 
the Doge Gri- 
mani. But the 
doge is dead. 

Since we have no doge these briefs have 
not been delivered. They are as dead as 
our doge and therefore can never be de- 
livered !” 


And there the papal briefs were or- 
dered to remain, on the doge’s table, 
with their shining seals intact, while the 
senate and people of Venice gave them- 
selves over to the customary period of 
mourning for the death of their prince 
and to the appointment of his successor. 

Donato succeeded Grimani as doge 
and immediately chose Paul Sarpi as his 
chief counsellor of state to protect the 
republic from the threatened interdict. 
* The new minatory briefs sent in Janu- 
ary were as completely ignored as those 
sent that Christmas morning. As a con- 
sequence, the expected interdict was 
launched from Rome the following 
April. 
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The Threat of Interdict 


This interdict was tantamount to the 
publication of a complete reign of an- 
archy through the Venetian republic. If 
within 24 days, the pope’s demands were 
not fully complied with, then every in- 
habitant of the kingdom — from the 
doge, senators, bishops and clergy down 
to the most lowly citizen — became auto- 
matically excommunicated. All acts of a 
religious nature were to cease, all 
churches to close, all priests forbidden 
to administer baptisms, marriages, bur- 
ials, masses and confession of sins. All 
contracts, civil and ecclesiastical, would 
be rendered invalid, every concession 
and privilege withdrawn; all obligations 
to pay debts, within and without the 
country, repudiated. Other nations were 
called upon to wage war against Venice. 
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To resist such an edict by force was 
out of the question. Not only could a 
nation’s own subjects not be trusted to 
go to war without the consolations of 
religion, but no military alliance was 
possible with another Catholic nation. It 
would ruin a nation economically to fight 
against an interdict since no credits 
could be had from outside, and all for- 
eign debts were repudiated. Nor was 
escape possible by legal means. By inter- 
national agreement, no appeal to the 
courts of other nations, or to a council 
of the church itself, was allowed. To at- 
tempt such would only result in the is- 
suance of a second ban against the un- 
happy nation. 


To Be or Not to Be 


Sarpi could advise only one way out, 
and as soon as the news of the interdict 
reached Venice, with the aid of the doge 
and the secret Council of the Ten, he 
proceeded to put his plan into effect. 


In spite of the 

strict censorship im- 

posed upon all com- 

munications, oblig- 

ing even the clergy 

to hand in to the 

Council of the Ten 

all orders received 

from Rome, copies 

of the bull of inter- 

dict were posted 

upon the walls of 

the city at nightfall. 

But each morning the citizens woke up 
to find posted up instead the counter- 
edict of the doge threatening equally 
dire punishments if the priests obeyed 
the interdict. It proclaimed the interdict 
to be “null, void, invalid, wrathful and 
illegal,” and therefore non-existent. Sur- 
mounted with the proud crest of the 
winged lion of St. Mark — a symbol 
which stirred the enthusiasm of every 
Venetian more than their crucifixes and 
madonnas—the edict of the doge threat 
ened even death to the priests if they 
failed to carry on. The pope’s ban or 
dered all churches closed; the doge’s 
proclamation ordered them kept open 
By the stipulations of the interdict, n0 
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masses were to be celebrated on Sun- 
days; the doge countered by ordering 
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} any priest to be hanged who refused to 
say mass in his church on Sundays. 
Hangmen Divinely Inspired 
t These threats were followed by some 
; very picturesque details. One stubborn 
. pastor, who had boasted all week that he 
S would not open his church, woke up early 
Ne Sunday morning to discern a neat gal- 
e lows erected overnight outside his win- 
il dow. Another papal-minded parrocho 
t- who showed signs of hesitancy was vis- 
S- ited by the officers of the Council of the 
n- Ten and politely asked what he intended 
doing the following Sunday. He replied 
that he trusted the Holy Ghost would in- 
spire him before midnight Saturday 
ut, whether he should open his church or 
ict not. To which the Council of the Ten 
ge immediately sent back the following re- 
he § ply: “In case the Holy Ghost should di- 
rect you to keep your church closed next 
the Sunday, we are certain that the same 
im- Holy Ghost will inspire us to hang you 
ym- outside your church Sunday morning.” 
lig- The Jesuits, always eager for the ag- 
Tgy grandizement of the papacy, bluntly re- 
the fused to obey the doge’s edict, and were 
Ten § ignominiously chased out of Venice by 
ived § the irate populace. “Andate in malora!” 
pies § (to the devil with you) they called after 
ter- § them as they took to their gondolas un- 
ted § dercover of darkness. They settled near 
; of § the border and did all in their power to 
tfall. § disaffect the clergy and people and to 
e up § arouse other states against the doomed 
nter- § country. 
ually Sarpi’s campaign of defiance lasted 
eyed § beyond the stipulated limit of twenty- 
rdict § four days and for more than a year 
land § thereafter. The people remained loyal to 
Sur- § the doge and government since they 
f{ the § were supplied with their religion as they 
ymbol § liked it. They hailed Sarpi as the saviour 
every § of their country and their religion and 
s and § feverishly cooperated in building ships 
hreat § in the event of war. And in the end 
f they § Rome was forced to yield. North of 
an of § Venice Luther had detached the nations 
doge’s § from Rome. Should Venice, the gateway 
open. § to Italy, do likewise with Sarpi as its 
ict, n0 § Luther, then Rome itself would not be 
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safe from the inroads of Protestantism. 
And so, for the first time in history, the 
feared weapon of interdict had failed to 
be effective against a nation. Nor was it 
ever tried again until Pope Pius XI used 
it to make Mexico’s government yield 


in 1927. 


Absolution From Nothing? 


But a curious situation arose when 
the pope insisted that Venice would have, 
to submit to the process of a formal ab- 
solution from the effects of the inter- 
dict. The senate protested that no abso- 
lution was necessary since the interdict 
had never been effective. Rome insisted, 
however, that for a whole year no one 
in Venice had been properly married, 
buried, baptized or freed of sin. From 
these the population of Venice would 
have to be absolved—even against its 
will if necessary. Rome sought the help 
of France in the matter. Its king, Henri 
Quatre, judged Paris “well worth a 
mass,” having recently submitted to 
Catholicism. The cardinal of France, 
Perone, was forthwith dispatched to 
negotiate the settlement with Venice and 
to contrive some means of inducing the 
Venetians to accept an outward sign of 
absolution. For the records of history, a 
way would have to be found so that a 
whole nation’s year of sins and sacra- 
ments should not escape the net of the 
pope. The cardinal was instructed that 
the sign of absolution and the required 
Latin formula would have to be publicly 
made. 

But the doge and senate, on the advice 
of Sarpi, were determined to prevent the 
cardinal from doing so, by force if ne- 
cessary. They hurried him without cere- 
mony into the grand council chamber 
and arranged it so that he would be 
forced to confine himself to the formal 
announcement that peace was again re- 
stored between Venice and Rome. But 
the astute ecclesiastic, taking advantage 
of a pause in the proceedings, levelled 
his crimson biretta, camera-wise, at the 
assemblage and surreptitiously made a 
tiny sign of the cross with his forefinger 
behind it, at the same time murmuring 
behind a cough the Latin words of ab- 
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solution. In this way Venice was ab- 
solved from its year of “bootlegged” 
sacraments and forgiveness of sin. 


The Dagger of the Roman Curia 

Paul Sarpi, the “terrible friar,” alone 
was excluded from this general absolu- 
tion. An arch-heretic, salvation was de- 
nied him in the world to come, and on 
this earth his life was held forfeit to the 
church. Assassins from Rome dogged 
his steps for the rest of his life and, in 
spite of the protection given him by the 
Council of the Ten, one attack was all 
but fatal. 

It happened one evening at dusk as he 
was returning to his monastery from his 
daily duties at the ducal palace. As he 
neared the bridge La Guerra, the two 
stalwart monks who served as his body- 
guard were tempted—by that most hu- 
man of all curiosities, a fire in a side 
street—to allow him to proceed alone, 
hoping to catch up with him before he 
reached the bridge. But they arrived too 
late. Six assassins were already making 
off, leaving Sarpi in a pool of blood 
from fifteen stab wounds in his face and 
body. A stiletto was left sticking out of 
his neck just below his right ear. Scarce- 
ly conscious, and blinded by the blood 
which filled his eyes, Sarpi asked to be 
allowed to feel the dagger after it was 
withdrawn to discover if it had been 
grooved for poison. It was then he ut- 
tered that biting witticism which has 
since been associated with his name and 
history. “J recognize,’ he murmured 
with a weak smile, “the style (stiletto) 
of the Roman curia!” 


In the end Paul Sarpi outlived, as he 
outwitted, his rival Paul, the pope, and 
despite his many wounds he lived to die 
peaceably in bed at the ripe age of 71. 
But it was not until after Italy was freed 
from papal dominion that the church 
authorities gave up the chase after his 
bones. Nine times they had to be secret- 
ly dug up and removed in the dead of 
the night to save them from desecration 
and destruction. The last attempt was 
made by Pope Gregory XVI in 1841. 
And it was only in the year 1892, that 
the monument, decreed by a grateful 
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senate and people after his death in 
1623, could be erected to his memory, 
Today his bronze statue stands in the 
Campo Santa Fosea, near the very spot 
where the assassins on October 5, 1607, 
drove their daggers into the face of Paul 
Sarpi, the “terrible friar” of Venice. 


SORRY, OUR MISTAKE! 


In the March, 1953, issue of the magazine 
we erroneously stated that the “Vote Yes” 
propaganda on Proposition 3 of last Novem- 
ber’s California elections was the costliest in 
the history of the state. That may or may not 
be true. What we should have said was that 
it was the costliest of the campaign. The 
Los Angeles Times (Dec. 19, 1952) reported 
that the successful proponents of No. 3 spent 
$445,757 and the defeated opponents $344,387. 
Proposition 3 eliminated property tax on 
parochial and other nonprofit private schools. 


An item on “Religion in Washington” in 
last month’s magazine, noting the religious 
affiliations of U. S. Cabinet members and 
other administrators, gave the religion of 
White House Press Secretary James Hager- 
ty as “unlisted.” It should have been given 
as Episcopalian. 


This mistake was not ours but the Pope's; 

We stated in the April (1953) issue that 
Pope Pius XII had tried to embarrass Presi- 
dent Eisenhower by announcing, shortly af- 
ter the Rosenberg plea for clemency had been 
rejected by the White House, that he had 
forwarded to the president a plea for clem- 
ency on their behalf. 

The fact is, that the Pope never sent any 
such plea. The announcement was made 
purely for political purposes—namely, to in- 
gratiate the Communist party in Italy which 
is a strong contender for first place in this 
Spring’s elections. What the Pope actually 
did was to forward to the Apostolic Delegate 
in Washington without any instructions an 
announcement that he had received many re- 
quests on behalf of the Rosenbergs. He was 
not entering a formal plea for clemency until 
he could determine which way the wind 
blew. And to the date of this writing he has 
not forwarded any such plea. But he was 
able to announce to the communists that he 
had “intervened” in the case! 

The Pope’s “intervention” never reached 
the White House. Nor was it intended to 
The Apostolic Delegate forwarded it, again 
without instructions, to U.S. Attorney Gen- 
eral James P. McGranery, himself a Roman 
Catholic. The Attorney General, noting that 
the fact that the Pope had received requests 
for intervention did not in any way affect 
the merits of the case or the clemency plea 
then being presented, pigeon-holed the com 
munication. 
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in Since most of the information relative 
nd to these matters comes from highly prej- 
of udiced sources (i.e. either the Vatican 
er or the Yugoslav government), it may be 
* impossible to arrive at any just and final 

conclusions. Nor do we claim infallibil- 

e's: ity. We merely state herewith what to 
hat the best of our knowledge appear to be 
nt the facts and the significant conclusions. 
a (1) First, background. Yugoslavia 
had has long been an ideological battle- 
em- ground of the Eastern and Western 
on churches. Sherwood Eddy, in the Chris- 
nade tian Century (January 14), says this: 

) in “The Stepinac story really started 
‘hich nine centuries ago, with the schisms of 
wails 1054, when popes and patriarchs de- 
egate nounced and excommunicated each oth- 
is am er and the churches of the East and 
y & West were severed. During centuries of 
‘wil | Warfare in the Balkans, the fires of re- 
wind ligious hatred were stoked high, often 
e has § + with the encouragement of foreign pow- 
e was § ers. Yugoslavia, a federated kingdom 
nat ht F which came into being after World War 
ached I, tried to subordinate this religious ri- 
ed to § = valry—Croatia and Slovenia are Roman 
_agailt § Catholic, Serbia and Montenegro East- 
ae ern Orthodox — to a political unifica- 
1g that tion.” 

equests Because of this, the Vatican’s politi- 
— cal interest in Yugoslavia has been con- 
7 stant and intense. Yugoslavs believe 











that the present anti-Tito campaign has 
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questions and they deserve an answer. 






Stepinac, Tito and the Vatican 


HAT CAN WE BELIEVE about 
Aloysius Cardinal Stepinac? 


About Marshal Tito’s break with the 
Vatican? About religious liberty in Yu- 
goslavia? 


Readers 


are asking these 


been designed to lower Yugoslavia’s 
prestige in western lands and to dis- 
credit her claims in Trieste, as well as 
to lessen her chances for economic aid 
from the U.S. and moral support from 
Britain. The Vatican has been accused 
by Tito of being an instrument of Italian 
expansionist policy. 

(2) Stepinac. Apparently the Arch- 
bishop of Zagreb was guilty of active 
collaboration with the Nazi regime and 
also with an ancient Catholic terrorist 
organization known as the Ustashi, 
which is credited with the murder of 
Yugoslavia’s King Alexander (a Serb) 
at Marseille in 1934, and which became 
Hitler’s fifth column in 1941, carrying 
on a guerrilla warfare with Tito’s Par- 
tisans and taking over the “Independent 
State of Croatia” which the Nazis estab- 
lished as a means of destroying Yugo- 
slavia. A memorandum presented to the 
United Nations by the president of Yu- 
goslavia’s Independent Democratic Par- 
ty (not a follower of Tito) documents 
the Ustashi terrorism and “mass con- 
versions” and states : “The Ustashi pro- 
gram of mass murder resulted in the 
death of over 800,000 persons—Serbs, 
Croat anti-fascists and Jews.” (See Yu- 
goslav Review, January 1953, p. 20). 

For his share in the responsibility for 
Ustashi crimes and for his active col- 
laboration with Dr. Ante Pavelic, Usta- 


141 





shi chief who became Hitler’s puppet, 
Archbishop Stepinac was prosecuted, 
convicted and sentenced to 16 years im- 
prisonment, an extremely light sentence 
if the convicting evidence can be be- 
lieved, and no serious attempt has been 
made to disprove it. The forced “con- 
versions” and massacre of the intransi- 
gents appear to be a matter of record. 
The Franciscan Filipovic admitted that 
on his (Stepinac’s) orders 40,000 were 
killed in the concentration camp at Jase- 
novac. (Ibid, p. 21). According to Step- 
inac’s report to the pope on May 8, 1944, 
240,000 Serbs were “converted” ! 


Tito says that after the war, when the 
Yugoslav war crimes commission began 
to function, he informed the Vatican 
of the nature and volume of the evi- 
dence against Stepinac and warned Bish- 
op Hurley that if the Zagreb archbishop 
was not transferred from Yugoslavia 
he would be obliged to arrest and try 
him. No reply was received and Stepinac 
was brought to trial. 

Apparently the Vatican wanted to 
make’a martyr out of Stepinac from the 
very beginning. 

Given the above circumstances, the 
naming of Archbishop Stepinac to the 
post of Cardinal can hardly be consid- 
ered less than provocative. Although 
Stepinac is now at liberty (after four 
years of imprisonment), his ecclesiastic 
service has been limited by Tito to his 
small home town. When he was named 
Cardinal, he made no effort to go to 
Rome for the ceremony, nor did Rome 
request permission from Tito’s govern- 
ment for him to leave Yugoslavia. His 
remaining in Yugoslavia better suited 
the Vatican purposes—he has remained 
a thartyr in the eyes of the world. 

(3) Break with the Vatican. Marshall 
Tito’s government interpreted the eleva- 
tion of Stepinac as an indication that 
Rome did not want to normalize the 
church-state relationships in Yugoslavia, 
although Tito had opened diplomatic re- 
lations with the Vatican allegedly to fa- 
cilitate the establishment of such rela- 
tions. When the pope gave Stepinac 
his red hat, Tito assumed further dis- 
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cussions were hopeless and turned his 
attention to dealing with the bishops in 
his own country. As usual, the Pope is 
playing on both sides of the fence at 
the same time, so there are plenty of 
bishops who are ready (with papal sane- 
tion, of course) to cooperate with Tito, 
Tito believes that Rome’s prejudices are 
not anti-socialistic (Rome has worked 
out a modus vivendi with almost any and 
every kind of government), but anti- 
Yugoslavia. 

(4) Religious Freedom. Yugoslav 
spokesmen are loud in proclaiming the 
existence of religious liberty in their 
land. The head of the Orthodox Church 
has said that church-government rela- 
tionships are gradually improving. A 
group of American Protestant clergy- 
men, visiting the country at the invita- 
tion of the Yugoslav government, found 
churches open and apparent freedom in 
the exercise of religion. From the Prot- 
estant standpoint, one major improve- 
ment is the establishment of obligatory 
civil marriage and civil registration for 
infants. Undoubtedly Catholicism is 
more restricted because of the wartime 
fascism of many of its leaders than are 
other religions. 


Nevertheless, it is doubtful if relig- 
ious liberty is as complete as Christians 
would like it to be. The Yugoslav State 
is definitely non-religious, complaints 
have been registered of atheism in the 
schools, and in general socialism can 
hardly be considered a friendly atmo- 
sphere for the propagation of the Chris- 
tian faith. Yet, worship is amply per- 
mitted, sectarian schools and _institu- 
tions are not illegal, and in some cases 
are even subsidized by the government, 
In general, as nearly as can be deter- 
mined from the evidence at hand, there 
is much more religious liberty in Yugo- 
slavia than in the iron curtain countries, 
such as Czechoslovakia, where Christian 
clergymen are allegedly expected to at- 
vocate communism from the pulpit. 


Roman Catholic screams of “persect- 
tion” are grossly exaggerated, and Gar 
dinal Stepinac is a political, not a relig- 
ious “martyr.” 
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THE DOVE 
and the TONGUES 


— By W. Dayton Roserts — 





NLY TWICE IN THE 
SCRIPTURES does the Holy 
Spirit assume visible form. 


When Jesus was ready to open His 
public ministry, He went down into the 
waters of the Jordan to be baptized by 
John, and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon Him in the, form of a dove, and a 
voice said from heaven, “This is my be- 
loved Son in whom I am well pleased.” 

The public ministry of the apostles 
was also initiated with a visitation of 
the Holy Spirit. But this time He came 
in the form of visible fiery tongues, dis- 
tributed over the heads of the disciples 
in the Upper Room. We usually read 
“tongues as of fire” with the emphasis 
on the last word—“fire.” It is a case of 
mistaken accent, however. They were 
not tongues of fire (i.e. flames of fire), 
they were “tongues, as of fire” (i.e. fiery 
tongues). The word “tongue” is the im- 
portant one. 

Why so? 

The two symbols—the dove and the 
tongues—are the key to an understand- 
ing of Christ’s mission and of ours. 

The dove is the emblem of peace, of 
reconciliation, and bespeaks the purpose 
of Christ, who being the Eternal Son of 
God became man in order to save man- 
kind and to reconcile sinful man with 
righteous God. Christ’s was a ministry 
of propitiation and expiation—-pacifica- 
tion (if rightly understood). He came 
to break down the wall of separation be- 
tween a Holy God and rebellious man. 
He came to lead the way into the Holy 
of Holies—to penetrate within the veil 
—to lead men back into the presence of 
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‘remission of sins, 


God through faith. He came to give His 
life a ransom, thus to redeem the lost 
ones. He was the “Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world” (John 
1:29). “God .. . hath reconciled us to 
himself by Jesus Christ ... for he hath 
made him who knew no sin to be sin for 
us, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him” (II Cor. 5:18, 21). 

The dove of reconciliation therefore 
becomes the perfect symbol of the per- 
fect work of Christ. 

When the Holy Spirit chose to sym- 
bolize to the disciples and to the whole 
world at Pentecost the nature of their 
Christian ministry He chose the form 
of tongues. Why? Because the ministry 
of the apostles and of their successors 
and of all Christians is a declaratory 
ministry. Christ performed the work of 
reconciliation — ours to proclaim it so 
that all may know and believe, and be- 
lieving, have life through His name. 
“God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself and not imputing 
their trespasses unto them, and hath 
committed unto us the word of recon- 
ciliation. Now then we are ambassa- 
dors ...” (II Corinthians 5:19, 20). 

The words “preach,” “witnesses,” “de- 
clare,” “gospel,” “tidings,” etc., figure 
largely in the commission and explana- 
tion of the apostolic task. It is essentially 
declaratory—a proclamation that there 
is power in the blood, life in the Son, 
salvation in the name. How better sym- 
bolize this ministry than by the fiery 
tongue ? F 

Notice also the number of the symbols. 

There is one dove. Christ’s work is 
unique. It was a once-for-all ministry. 
But the tongues are 
many. There are as 
many tongues as 
there are disciples. 
We are all elected 
into this ministry. 
“Repent and be bap- 
tized every one of 
you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the 





and ye shall receive 





the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2: 
38). 

This is essentially a Protestant view- 
point and does not concur with the Ro- 
man Catholic interpretation of the “pow- 
er of the keys.” Romanism views the 
apostolic task as a sacramental one in 
which the apostles, as the vicars of 
Christ, continue His high-priestly min- 
istry. Thus the Roman cleric hears con- 
fession, forgives sin, imposes penance, 
and offers daily the sacrifice of the Eu- 
charist. 


While we reject the teaching of the 
Catholic Church regarding the sacra- 
mental character of the apostolic mis- 
sion, perhaps we should at the same 
time point out that there rests upon the 
evangelical Christian a responsibility be- 
yond the mere telling of the gospel. It 
is easy to fall into the error of thinking 
that our responsibility ends with the 
scattering of the seed. Sowing is basic, 
but it implies the need of cultivation. 


God’s purposes are fulfilled in the re- 
peated miracle of the new birth. But the 
new life in Christ must be cultivated and 
nurtured into maturity, that it may re- 
produce more after its kind. Thus seen, 
the proclamation of the gospel is not the 
end, but the. means to an end. “These 
things are written (we might just as well 
say ‘proclaimed’) that ye might believe, 
and that believing, ye might have life 
through His name.” 


In order to declare effectively the 
good news of salvation, we find the 
Spirit raising up gifts other than oratory 
among the disciples (cf. Eph. 4:11 ff.) 
and using them all in the disciplined 
“Community of the Spirit” which be- 
came known as the Church. 

The Church was organized almost be- 
fore Peter finished preaching at Pente- 
cost: “They that gladly received his 
word were baptized, and the same day 
there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls. And they continued 
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
(teaching) and fellowship (commun- 
ion), and in breaking of bread (ordi- 
nances), and in prayers (worship) ... 
And the Lord added to the church daily 


144 


such as should be saved” (Acts 2:42, 
47). “And all that believed . . . sold their 
possessions and goods and parted them 
(stewardship) to all men, as every man 
had need” (Acts 2:44, 45). “And at that 
time there was a great persecution 
against the church . . . at Jerusalem, and 
they were all scattered abroad . . . There- 
fore they that were scattered abroad 
went everywhere preaching (evangel- 
ism) the word” (Acts 8:1, 4). 


And so, in the apostolic community, 
every hearer became a teller; every re- 
ceiver, a giver; every learner, a teacher, 
“And with great power gave the apostles 
witness” (Acts 4:33). This was the 
apostolic church. 


We return then, to Christ’s mission 
and ours. 


What was Christ’s mission? Recon- 
ciliation. 

What is our mission? Reproductive 
declaration, i.e. declaration of the gospel 
in such a way that it takes root in the 
hearts of hearers and develops them into 
more “declarers.” 


This is the message of the Dove and 
the Tongues, as of fire. 


The 
Sunday School Times 


(published every week) 


gives you ten unusual helps on the 
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School Lessons 
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class of women in a country Saha school.” 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC GAINS 
AND LOSSES FROM CONVERSIONS 


— By Harvey G. ScHLICHTER — 


mR. FRANCIS CURRAN WRITES: 


“The Canon Law of the 


18 Church obliges Catholic pastors to keep an accurate recotd - 
all baptisms. Therefore the annual count would be quite accurate each year.” 
Table I shows the number of conversions to the Roman Catholic Church 


each year from 1929 to 1950, except a few years for which the figures were 
unavailable. These figures show several interesting things. 


I. Roman Catholic Gains from 
Conversion of Non-Roman Catholics 


Conversions in 1950 increased over 
300 per cent over 1931. The Roman 
Catholic population only increased about 
one-third. This represents a remarkable 
trend. 


Curran gives the following comment 
on earlier periods in American history: 


Throughout its early history in the United 
States the Church had received a steady 
trickle of converts. Beginning with the twen- 
tieth century the trickle has become an ever- 
increasing stream. The recent movement into 
the Church can be compared to the steady 
frontier march into the Evangelical Protes- 
tant sects . . . In the decade ending in 1930 
about 300,000 adult Americans entered the 
Catholic Church. The following ten years 
witnessed a movement of over 500,000 new 
converts into Catholicism, while the early 
years of the 4o’s the Catholic Church in the 
United States annually welcomed 75,000 new 
converts.” 


One Catholic writer estimated that 
there were 800,000 converts received 
into the Roman Church in the 27 years 
preceding the publication of his study 
in 1923* 


Comparing these figures with Cur- 


Francis X. Curran, (Majer Trends in American 


Church History (New York: 
p. 165. 


*Loc. cit. 

"The Register, October 1, 1950. 

‘Fr. Mannix, The American Convert Movement, 
quoted by John F. Moore, Will America Become Cath- 
olic? (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1931), p. 181. 
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he America Press, 1948), 


TABLE I 
COVERSIONS TO ROMAN 
CATHOLICISM — 1929-1950 

Year 

1929... 
oe 
eS 
1933... 
Is4.... 
oe 
1937... 
1939... 
oe 


Number 
36,376 
38,232 
40,269 
40,226 
49,181 
63,845 
62,062 
65,943 
73,677 


Year 
|} < 
1944... 
1945... 
1946... 
1947 .. 


Number 
86,905 
90,822 
84,908 
87,430 

. 100,628 

1948... 115,214 

1949 .. . 117,130 

1950 . . . 119,173 

1941... 76,705 1951 .. . 121,950 

1942 . 82,087 1952 .. . 116,839 

Source: Veen issues of The O fficial 

Catholic Directory 


Note: The editor of The Register wrote 
in his column “Listening In” that the num- 
ber of Catholic conversions listed in The Of- 
ficial Catholic Directory are conservative, as 
they represent only the converts reported by 
parish priests, and not the many hundreds 
who are received in Catholic institutions, 
such as hospitals.* 





ran’s calculations for the decade ending 
in 1930,° it is evident that there was 
very little increase in the average num- 
ber of converts entering the Roman 
Church from 1900 to 1930. 

However from 1930 on, an increasing 
trend of conversions to the Roman 


SCurran, op. cit., p. 165. 
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Church is noted. Curran states that there 
were over 500,000 converts to the Ro- 
man Church in the decade ending in 


1940.° 


In the decade ending in 1950, a total 
of 961,002 people entered the Roman 
Church for an average of 96,100 con- 
verts yearly." That the rate is rising is 
clearly seen in the fact that 119,173 con- 
versions resulted in 1950. 


This increasing rate is significant, for , 


if Catholicism is to gain numerical su- 
periority in America, it must come large- 
ly through a superior Catholic birth- 
rate and through conversions. In the 
past Catholicism gained proportionately 
almost entirely through immigration. 

Furthermore, every convert received 
from the non-Roman Catholic popula- 
tion into the Roman Church may mean 
hundreds of Catholic children, grand- 
children, and great grandchildren in fu- 
ture generations. 


II. Roman Catholic Losses in General 


There is evidence of losses from the 
Roman Church to Protestant Churches 
and to the unchurched population. 


Some of the most illuminating infor- 
mation on the subject before 1930 is 
found in Chapter X of Moore’s book. 
The chapter is entitled “Leakages from 
the Church.” In this chapter Moore 
quotes several Catholic sources in his 
attempt to give an appraisal of the situ- 
ation, as for example: 


The publicists of the Roman Church in the 
English-speaking world have not spared ad- 
jectives in the endeavor to emphasize their 
estimate of the position which they, on their 
side, have to face. We read words and 
phrases like “dreadful,” “enormous,” “de- 
plorable,” “exceedingly large,” “huge,” “un- 
fortunate,” “like life blood oozing out from 
various veins from the body of the Church.” 


As far back as 1836 Bishop England, in a 
communication sent to the Central Council 
for the Propagation of the Faith, made the 
astounding statement that even at that time 
“Millions have been lost to the Catholic 
Church in the United States,” and... esti- 
mated the total as at least three and three- 
quarters millions.” 


®Loc. cit. 

See Table X. 

SMoore, op. cit., p. 137. 
Tbid., p. 138. 
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Referring to Fr. Fichter’s report, of 
the 10,949 people who called themselves 
Catholic, 4,219 could in no sense be 
called members of the parish, as they 
had not been to church for over a year, 


In another community a house-to- 
house canvass revealed 885 people reg. 
istered as Catholics, of whom there was 
no trace in the parish register, which 
listed 2,325 people. Thus a number equal 
to one-third of the listed parishioners 
were lax in their faith, maintained no 
definite practical affiliation, offered no 
regular financial support, or were en- 
tirely out of the Catholic Church. 


The following enlightening quotation 
gives a glimpse into the state of Catho- 
licism : 

The five Catholic chaplains were puzzled. 
But then one of them had a light. “Just how 
good is civilian Catholicism? Rather, just 
how good were these lads before we got 
them in the Army?” he asked He was at- 
tached to the base hospital, and determined 
to take a sort of Gallup poll of hospitalized 
Catholics for the next twelve days. 


During the twelve-day period, 164 Catho- 
lics had entered the hospital under his charge, 
Of these he discovered 16 with invalid mar- 
riages ; 8 nominally Catholic would have ab 
solutely nothing to do with the priest; % 
had been away from the sacraments from 
one and a half to eighteen years; 4 had not 
made their first Communion. From civilian 
life, the Army had received 54 out of 16g 
who had major impediments to the practice 
of normal Catholicism; he did not even try 
to summarize the minor deficiencies . .. 
These figures seem to indicate that of the 
male American population, 33 per cent of 
Catholics did not practice their religion even 
nominally.” 


Another glimpse of Army Catholic 
religious life is given in the following 
quotation of a Jesuit chaplain: “I have 
about 900 Catholics to take care of. If 
I get 300 to Mass on Sundays, I think 
I’m doing great.”** 


It has also been stated by one of the 
Roman clergy that 60 per cent of the 


Joseph H. Fichter, ‘‘Catholics in the United States: 
How Many Are We?’ America, Volume 82, No. 8 
(February 4, 1950), p. 523. 

et A. O’Brien, editor, Winning Converts (New 
York: P. J. Kenedy and Sons, 1948), p. 241. 

‘America (January 29, 1944) quoted by J. } Mu: 
phy, How Many Catholics Really Are There? (Ne 

ork: Agora Publishing Co., 1944) . p. 10. 


Time (Febroary 21, 1944) quoted by J. J. Murphy, 


id., P 
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Roman Catholics in New York City do 
not go to Mass on Sunday.** 


III. Roman Catholic Losses to 
Protestantism in Particular 


It is almost impossible to say how 
much of the enormous Roman Catholic 
leakage in the past has been to secular- 
ism and how much to Protestantism. 

A most comprehensive, and therefore 
most valuable, survey was made recently 
by the Rev. Frank Carruthers and the 
Rt. Rev. S. Harrington Littell of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. This sur- 
vey covered the period from 1940 to 1950 
and concerned itself with the number of 
Roman Catholics received into the com- 
munion of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church during this decade.*® 


The surveyors contacted the bishop of 
each Diocese of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, asking as accurate reports 
as possible on the number of adults 
brought into the Episcopal Church by 
formal reception by the bishop. The sur- 
vey showed that in these past ten years 
25,301 adult Roman Catholics had been 
received in this manner in the United 
States; 26,242 if Cuba, Dominican Re- 
public, and Haiti are included. Table II 
shows the number received yearly dur- 
ing this period. 


TABLE II 

ROMAN CATHOLICS RECEIVED 
INTO THE PROTSTANT EPISCO- 
PAL CHURCH FROM 1940 TO 1950 
R. C. Con- R. C. Con- 
verts Received verts Received 

in Episcopal in Episcopal 

Year Church Year Church 
1940... . 2213 1945... . 2279 
141... . 2150 1946... . 2769 
a... «eee FS c cx0 « Ghee 
1943... . 1890 FONG... 5 « Ge 
1944 . 2024 1949 .... 4007 


Source: Frank L. Carruthers and S. 
Harrington Littell, “Conversions from 
Roman Catholicism,” The Living 
Church (September 17, 1950) p. 12-13. 





ML: G. Ligutti, cited in The Converted Catholic 
Magazine, Volume 10, No. 9 (November 1949), p. 269. 
“Frank L. Carruthers and S. Harrington Littell, 
“Conversions from Roman Catholicism,”’ 
Charch (September 17, 1950), p. 11-13. 
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The surveyors commented that there 
are certain factors which should be 
borne continually in mind: 


1. The first five years of the period of this 
survey were war years. In these five years 
the conditions of our national living were 
not normal, and this should have some bear- 
ing upon the figures for the last five years 
which show . . . a very appreciable increase 
over the first five years. 

2. It must be kept in mind that these fig- 
ures represent only those adults brought into 
the Episcopal Church by formal reception by 
a bishop. They do not include children bap- 
tized Roman Catholics, but who have grown 
up in the Episcopal Church and in turn have 
been regularly confirmed. Bishop Bowen of 
Colorado and several other bishops submit- 
ted interesting statistics to illustrate this 
point. In the last ten years in the Diocese of 
Colorado, baptized Roman Catholics enter- 
ing the Episcopal Church by both confirma- 
tion and reception (this would include chil- 
dren of Roman Catholics coming normally 
to confirmation age) totaled 336; those en- 
tering by adult reception alone, 122. If the 
same percentage held true in each diocese 
and missionary district of the church (which 
it apparently does in several dioceses), the 
totals of this report could be more than 
doubled. 

3. These figures do not include those “con- 
firmed” Roman Catholics who were con- 
firmed by our bishops in the regular man- 
ner, for the reason that either the bishop of 
the diocese or the confirmees themselves did 
not recognize Roman confirmation by “buf- 
feting on the cheek” as a valid substitute for 


the laying on of hands in the apostolic man- 
ner.” 


Therefore the surveyors state with 
great conservatism that 25,301 adult Ro- 
man Catholics were received into the 
Episcopal Church in the decade from 
1940 to 1950 with a good possibility that 
the actual number might be double this 
number. 

lf this upward trend continues this 
coming decade as in 1949, 40,070 Roman 
Catholics would be received from 1950 
to 1960. 


Episcopalians amounted to 2,401,849 
of the 48,674,823 Protestant church 
members in the United States in 1950.27 
Using the 1949 figure of 4,007 converts, 
81,200 Roman Catholics were received 
into Protestant churches during the year 
1949 if all the churches received Roman 


Carruthers and Littell, [bid., p. 11 


"Clarence W. Hall, ‘‘The State of the Church,’’ 
Christian Herald (July 1950), p. 24. 
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Catholics at the same rate as do the 
Episcopalians. 

Of course, several other factors must 
be taken into consideration, namely: 


1. The Episcopal Church is more ur- 
ban than most Protestant denomina- 
tions, ministering in areas where there 
are more Roman Catholics than a church 
which is more rural in its constituency 
would do. 

2. The Episcopal liturgical worship 
might attract the average Roman Cath- 
olic more than a non-liturgical church. 
However, this is not at all certain. 


3. The basis for the national compu- 
tation was the highest figure in the dec- 
ade. However, the surveyors stated that 
the actual number might be well over 
this number, even doubled. 


Considering all things, a conservative 
estimate would be that about 60,000 Ro- 
man Catholics had been received into 
Protestant churches during the year 
1949, 

Previously, the most comprehensive 
survey was made to ascertain the num- 
ber of Roman Catholics who joined the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Mis- 
souri. A Lutheran clergyman wrote of 
the results of this survey as follows: 

As a matter of statistical record, 1280 Ro- 
man Catholics joined the Missouri Synod of 
the Lutheran Church alone in the single year 
of 1945 .. . Inasmuch as the membership 
requirements of the Missouri Synod are 
much higher than those of the average Prot- 
estant body, it would seem reasonable to as- 
sume that the number of Catholics in Amer- 
ica who turn Protestant runs into tens of 
thousands.” 

In 1949 Missouri Lutherans repre- 
sented 1,583,360 of the 48,674,823 Prot- 
estant church members, or 3.3 per cent.” 
Presumably they represented the same 
percentage in 1945. Thus if Roman 
Catholics joined all Protestant churches 
at the same rate as they joined the Mis- 
souri Lutheran Church, 38,787 Roman 
Catholics joined Protestant churches 
that year (1945). 


The Christian Century stated that this 


Dr. H. W. Goebel, as cited by The Converted 
Catholic Magazine, Volume 8, No. 7 (September, 
1947), p. 224. 


Hall, op. cit., p. 24. 
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figure is much too conservative “since it 
is based upon the assumption that no 
other Protestant church is more attrac. 
tive to Catholics than this rigorous fun- 
damental body.”*° 


THe CoNnverRTED CATHOLIC Maga- 
ZINE makes this interesting comment on 
the situation: 

Tue Converted CATHOLIC MAGAZINE has 
discovered that almost three times as many 
Catholics join the Baptists and other Evan. 
gelical bodies as compared to those Protes- 
tant denominations whose requirements in- 
volve adherence to fixed forms and rituals” 

In a later issue it stated: ‘Estimated 
by the number of Roman Catholics who 
become Baptists, the total would be 
about 100,000 a year.”’*? 


It is entirely possible that most of 
these gains were from dormant or fal- 
len-away Catholics, many of whom were 
not counted in the parish report of their 
pastors. However, they do represent a 
loss to Catholicism as far as their chil- 
dren are concerned. According to Fr, 
Fichter, dormant Catholics had _ their 
children baptized in the Roman Catholic 
Church.?* When they come over to Prot- 
estantism, such Catholic baptisms would 
most probably cease. 


It is interesting to note the cause of 
past defections to see if the number can 
be lowered in the future. 


In 1931 Moore wrote: 


In a study on Americans and the Catholic 
Church, Harry B. Erkman quotes Bishop 
O’Gorman and other leaders as giving rea- 
sons to account for the heavy losses the 
church suffers and has suffered through the 
steady defection of “fallen-aways.” Among 
these reasons are: 


1. The settlement of Catholics in remote 
places beyond the influence of the church. 


This condition is not so perilous to- 
day as rural Catholic parishes are being 
established rapidly.** 


2. The inadequate supply of priests and 
churches. 


The Christian Century, as cited by The Converted 
Catholic Magazine, Volume 8, No. 7 (September, 
1947), p. 224. 


21Editorial in The Converted Catholic Magazine, Vol- 
ume 8, No. 2 (February 1947), p. 34. 


News item in The Converted Catholic Magazint, 
Volume 8, No. 7 (September 1947), p. 225. 

Fichter, op. cit., p. 523. 

*4See Chapter VII of this thesis. 
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The number of priests and churches 
have increased rapidly. From 1900 to 
1950 the ordained clergy increased from 
11,036 to 42,970.*> The number of semi- 
narians in training has increased from 
8.944 1920 to 25,022 in 1950.** 


3. The large number of orphans falling 
into non-Catholic hands. 


A great number of Roman Catholic 
orphanayes have been established to care 
not only for Catholic orphans, but also 
yon-Catholics. 

4. The lack of education. 

Roman Catholic educational facilities 

and enrollment have greatly increased.** 


5. The social contempt for illiterate Cath- 
olics and their creed. 


This social contempt for Catholics is 
diminishing. The Roman Catholic 
Church is becoming an American in- 
stitution that is quite popular in the 
movie and literary fields. 

Preface to The agp ao. Directory 1950 
(New York: P. J. Kenedy and Co., 1950). 


"See Chapter IX of this thesis. 
"The Official Catholic Directories for 1920 and 1950. 


PROTEST ANTS—ATTENTION! 


_6. The failure to make the churches en- 
tirely free to the poor. 

There are indications that this is be- 
coming corrected in some places. 

7. The racial animosities. 

Racial animosities are becoming less 
pronounced as the races and nationali- 
ties are becoming Americanized. 


8. The spirit of indifference to ecclesiasti- 
cal authority. 


Perhaps there is no difference in this 
condition. 

9. The superiority of Protestant methods. 

This is now problematical. 

10. The mixed marriages. 

Mixed marriages are taking place very 
often, and may be gaining in frequency. 

In any event, it can be concluded that 
despite everything that Rome can do, 
she is losing large numbers of her mem- 
bership to secularism and Protestant- 
ism; and it is likely to continue in the 
future unless measures taken by the Ro- 
man Catholic Church today bear abund- 
ant fruit in the days to come. 


The first fully documented exposure 


of the Vatican master plan to wipe out all Protestant and schismatic churches 
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Two Sides of 
HOLLY WOOD 


by W. DAYTON ROBERTS 


JUNE HAVER 


The Hollywood spotlight turned for a 
few moments last month to rest on beaute- 
ous June Haver, who after being twice dis- 
appointed in love, has left behind her the 
life of a movie queen and has gone into 
training as a nun. We sincerely regret that 
Miss Haver has chosen to enter a system so 
fraught with intellectual confusion and so 
benumbing to the spirit as is the service of 
the Roman Catholic Church. We respect 
her convictions, however, and admire the 
way in which she tried to slip away incon- 
spicuously and without any of the ae 
tional fanfare which Hollywood takes for 
granted. 


We hope that Miss Haver will find spir- 
itual solace, but we very much doubt it. 
It is true that God will meet the hungry 
heart wherever it may be found, but what 
a Pe that Miss Haver is shutting herself 
off from contact with the life-giving Word 
of God and is seeking in a religious disci- 
pline of asceticism what she can find only 
in a personal encounter with the living 
Christ. 

Will it be considered in bad taste to 
point out some of the extravagances of the 
Roman Catholic sororities? We hope not, 
for the truth must be known. 

Predicated on a false theology of sex 
which makes even “holy matrimony” a sin- 
ful (albeit tolerated) indulgence, the Cath- 
olic religious orders for women are anti- 
masculine and anti-marriage in their teach- 
ings. They attempt to cleanse the mind of 
each postulant of the desire for romantic 
relations and motherhood and to sublimate 
the libido in passionate religious devotion. 
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Miss Haver is mature enough, and pos 
sibly so disillusioned in love, that she may 
easily slip into the pattern. Bat most postu. 
lants require many devices of prayer and 
exhortation to induce them to forsake 
worldly desires and sublimate their latent 
energy. They are kept extremely busy with 
manual as well as devotional work, and 
they are indoctrinated with an imagery of 
sublimation that is both pathetic and devil- 
ish—it is calculated not so much to elevate 
passion to the level of spiritual devotion, 
as it is to direct that passion in “spiritual” 
imagery. This debases the Object of spir- 
itual devotion to the level of an object of 
physical passion. 

The following are quotations from a 
manual published under the Imprimatur 
of the Archbishop of Baltimore entitled, 
“The Interior Spirit of the Religious of 
the Visitation of Holy Mary’’: 

These souls are living holocausts, 
hosts and precious victims of perpetual 
sacrifice, who offer themselves to God 
on the altar of Calvary to serve unceas 
ingly Jesus Christ crucified, their omly 
Spouse... (Re the Vow of Chastity) 

. You ought to live, breathe and 
pant for your Celestial Spouse alone ... 
you should then, my dear Daughters, 
resolve to live on this sacred mount 

(Calvary) with your Spouse, dying 

among suffering and abandonment, say 

ing with the Spouse in the Canticles: 

My beloved Jesus Crucified is to meé 

posy of myrrh; I will place Him tendet- 

ly on my bosom and I will say a bum 
dred times a day, this is my hope... 

How can anyone press Jesus Christ to 

his breast, and not be wounded by the 
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nails and thorns that transpierce Him? 
.. + (Seek) a union with Him, so in- 
timate, naked, simple, sweet, and so per- 
fect that nothing can be added to it. . 
Oh holy inebriation, which in the holy 
commerce of prayer transports a soul 
into the cellars of divine love ... Drink 
and be inebriated, my beloved. 


Hollywood Christians 


Another group of individuals from Hol- 
lywood’s entertainment world has found 
a better solution. Through the spiritual 
help provided by the ‘Hollywood Christian 
Group,” an informal Bible study class for 
actors, singers, etc., a number of well- 
known artists like Stuart Hamblen and Red 
Harper have come face to face with Jesus 
Christ and have accepted Him as their 
Saviour. 

Conceived at a conference early in 1949 
in Dr. Walter Montafio’s Lakewood Vil- 
lage home, the Hollywood Ambassadors 
came into being through the efforts of 
Christian actors such as Colleen Townsend 
and Noel Reyburn, who were encouraged 
and sponsored by Dr. Montafio, Dr. Hen- 
tietta Mears, Bill Bright, Louis Evans, Jr., 
and others from the Hollywood Presbyte- 
tian and other churches. Definitely not a 
sensational outfit, the group has for several 
years met twice a month in different homes 
for Bible study and prayer. Evangelistic 
campaign commitments forced Dr. Montafio 


Co Our Friends 


May we ask that through the 
coming months, you who are enjoy- 
ing the pages of THE CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE be 
our boosters. 


Have your friends, neighbors, 
church, pastors, missionary, sub- 
scribe or give a gift subscription to 
them. 
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to withdraw from active participation in 
the group soon after its inception, but 
the work has been carried on with evident 
blessing, having adopted its present name, 
Hollywood Christian Group. 


Faithful attendants from the show busi- 
ness have included western actor Tim 
Spence, singer Connie Haines, actress Jane 
Russell, TV westerner Roy Rogers and his 
wife Dale Evans, while Wanda Hendrix, 
Barbara Britton, Andy and Della Russell, 
Marie Wilson and Marilyn Monroe have 
also put in appearance frequently or on 
occasion. Apparently there is no lack of in- 
terest in Bible study, and currently the 
group is so large as to require its meeting 
in two divisions. 

Whether of not any or all of these en- 
tertainers are converted Christians (Colleen 
Townsend married Louis Evans, Jr., and 
both are studying for the ministry; Stuart 
Hamblen is in full-time Christian service; 
and others devote a part of their time to 
Christian work), they are on the right 
track. Only through the study of God's 
Word, the Holy sem a can we become 
personally acquainted with Jesus Christ and 
through Him enter into eternal life. For the 
things that are recorded in the Bible ‘are 
written that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that be- 
lieving ye might have life through his 
name’’ (John 20:31). 


A SPECIAL OFFER 


* We will give you a copy of our 
Executive Director’s conversion— 
“The Monk Who Lived Again” by 
Dr. H. Pearson, a $1.75 book — 
absolutely free with every five (5) 
subscriptions you obtain. This can 
include persons who have allowed 
their subscriptions to expire before 
March 1, 1953. 


Subscriptions are only $2.00 a 
year (add 50¢ for Canadian and 
foreign subscriptions). 





Suit To Revoke O’Hara’s Citizenship 
Brings True Vatican Issues To The Fore 


CoO 


SMOKING TIME BOMB 


was handed to the U.S. State 
Department by Paul Blanshard, prom- 
inent author affiliated with the Protes- 
tants and Other Americans United for 
the Separation of Church and State, last 
February, when he filed petition with 
the U.S. Embassy in Dublin to revoke 
the United States citizenship of Arch- 
bishop Gerald C. O’Hara, Papal Nuncio 
to Ireland, on the grounds that he is 
violating Section 349 of the McCarran 
Act by serving as a diplomat under a 
foreign power. He stated that O’Hara 
“has traveled back and forth on a pass- 
port for years as a Papal Nuncio.” 
Blanshard’s petition, forwarded by 
the Embassy to Washington, pointed 
out that the archbishop has violated the 
stipulations of the McCarran act which 
says that an American citizen may lose 
his citizenship if he takes an oath of al- 
legiance to occupy a post with a foreign 
power or joins the armed services of a 
foreign power. 


As might be expected, the Vatican an- 
swered the charges with some typical 
double-talk, saying that Blanshard’s pet- 
ition “does not take into account the 
special and singular task of the Apos- 
tolic Nuncio (Vatican envoy), which is 
exclusively in the religious and ecclesias- 
tical field and which, therefore, is out- 
side the norms established by the Mc- 
Carran Act and its aims.” 


“To be logical,” the papal statement 
said, “Mr. Blanshard should present to 
the competent authorities as many peti- 
tions as there are bishops in America 
...” (N.Y. World Telegram and Sun, 
February 18, 1953). By 
this statement the Vati- 
can is in no way lessen- 
ing the political heresy 
of Archbishop O’Hara, 
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SHADOW OVER THE 
CAPITOL. DOME 


but is candidly admitting what we have 
been maintaining for years—that every 
American bishop is forced to swear al- 
legiance to a foreign power! 


The Vatican would have us believe 
that it is not treason for an American to 
swear fealty to the head of a foreign 
state who is also the head of a religion, 
Would it therefore be condoned if 
American Protestant Episcopal bishops 
were to swear allegiance to the Queen of 
England because she is also the head of 
a religion? Could an American Nisei 
have sworn allegiance with impunity to 
the pre-war head of Japanese Shintoism 
—Emperor Hirohito? The issues are 
crystal-clear, and the U.S. State Depart- 
ment, as well as the Vatican and the 
American public, must face up to them. 
The pope cannot eat his cake and have 
it too, 


(1) Is the pope the head of a foreign 
state? Yes, for the following reasons: 


(a) The Vatican has geographical 
limits—in the past it has been a rela- 
tively large kingdom, at present it com- 
prises 100 acres. It has its own local ad- 
ministration, its own departments of 
government, its own postal system, its 
own railroad, its own armed guard. Its 
size has nothing to do with its political 
autonomy. Other nations are small also. 
Tiny Costa Rica and huge Brazil have 
the same representation in Pan Ameri- 
can affairs. 

(b) It maintains its independent in- 
ternational relations. It has its Depart- 
ment of State, it sends and receives am- 
bassadors, its nuncios are ranking dip- 
lomats in almost every world capital, 
and in most countries 
are the deans of the dip- 
lomatic corps. 

(c) The pope claims 
temporal authority. Net 
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only once, but hundreds of times the 
pal encyclicals have alluded to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church as a “perfect so- 
ciety,” which is an ecclesiastical term 
for what we understand by “state” or 
“nation.” Of course this temporal pow- 
er is claimed on the pretext that it will 
be used for spiritual ends, but temporal 
power it remains (and history can tes- 
tify for what ends it has been used). 
One quotation here will suffice to con- 
firm the fact that the popes have always 
made claims to temporal authority. The 
following extracts are taken from the 

























to re a © i 
. Bull of Pius XI in which he excommuni- 
n, § cated Victor Emmanuel for “trying to 








deprive the holy see of its secular pow- 
er” (Italics throughout are ours) : 














The Papal Excommunication of King 
Victor Emanuel of Sardinia and Others 
“Apostolic Letter of our most Holy 
Master Pius IX, Pope by the grace of 
God, by which the punishment of major 
excommunication is inflicted cn the in- 




































































































rt- 
the | Yaders and usurpers of some of our pon- 
xm, 4 tifical provinces. 
ave “eeu. &. «3a 

“To the Eternal Memory of this Matter. 
ign “As the Catholic Church, founded and 
3 established by the Lord Christ for the 
ical everlasting salvation of mankind, has 
elas § acquired the form of a perfect society 
om- by its divine character, it ought, there- 
ad- § fore, in the fulfillment of its sacred min- 

of § istry, to possess that freedom by which 

its 9 it may not be subject to any civil power. 
Its And furthermore, in order to obtain 
tical § that the church required those guaran- 
ilso. § tees which were in accordance with the 
nave § conditions and necessity of the times, it 
seri- § was, therefore, in accordance with di- 

vine Providence that, after the fall of the 
. in Roman empire and its consecutive divi- 
yart- | 10n into several kingdoms, the Romish 
am- §| Pope, whom Christ has established as 
dip- the chief and the centre of his whole 
pital, church, obtained temporal power .. . 
itries “The whole world knows already 
 dip- | how, during these sad times, the adver- 

saries of the Catholic and apostolic see 
laims § have made themselves detestable by their 





attempts, which were characterized by 
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their lying hypocrisy in trying to de- 
prive the holy see of its secular power 

These wicked innovators, in attack- 
ing the temporal power of the church 
and its temporal dominion, and in de- 
spising its venerable authority, go so far 
in their impudence as to feign esteem 
for the church and obedience to her 
commands ; and it is the most to be de- 
plored that some of those on whom, as 
sons of the Catholic Church, the duty 
was imposed to protect that church and 
to maintain its power, have sullied them- 
selves by their wicked acts.” 


(2) Do the bishops (archbishops and 
cardinals) swear prior allegiance to the 
head of a foreign state? This is the 
oath: let the reader judge. It says, in 
part: 


“T, __——_—_, elect of the Church of 
————_—,, from henceforward will be 
faithful and obedient to St. Peter the 
Apostle and to the Holy Roman Church, 
and to our Lord, the Lord—— ; 
pope ——-———, and to his successors, 
canonically entering. . I will help 
them to defend and keep the Roman 
papacy, and the royalties of St. Peter 
saving my order, against all men. The 
legate of the apostolic See, going and 
coming, I will honorably treat and help 
in his necessities. The rights, honors, 
privileges and authority of the holy Ro- 
man Church, of our Lord the Pope, and 
his aforesaid successors, I will endeavor 
to preserve, defend, increase, and ad- 
vance. I will not be in any counsel, ac- 
tion, or treaty, in which shall be plotted 
against our said Lord, and the said Ro- 
man Church, anything to the hurt or 
prejudice of their persons, right, honor, 
state or power. . . . The rules of the 
holy Fathers, the apostolic decrees, or- 
dinances, or disposals, reservations, pro- 
vision, and mandates, I will observe with 
all my might, and cause to be observed 
by others. 


“Heretics, schismatics, and rebels to 
our said Lord, or his aforesaid succes- 
sors, I will to my utmost persecute and 
oppose. I will come to a council when I 
am called, unless I be hindered by a 
canonical impediment. J will by myself 
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in person visit the threshold of the 
Apostles every three years; and give an 
account to our Lord and his aforesaid 
successors of all my pastoral office, and 
of all things anywise belonging to the 
state of my Church, to the discipline of 
my clergy and people, and lastly to the 
salvation of souls committed to my 
trust; and will in like manner humbly 
receive and diligently execute the apos- 
tolic commands. . . . 

“The possessions belonging to my 
table I will neither sell, nor give away, 
nor mortgage, nor grant anew in fee, nor 
anywise alienate, not even with the con- 
sent of the chapter of my Church, with- 
out consulting the Roman Pontiff... So 
help me God and these holy Gospels of 
God.” (John Dowling, History of Ro- 
manism, New York, 1870, p. 615) 

The stipulations of the Jesuit oath 
are even more specific in stating the ob- 
ligations of the Roman Catholic clergy 
towards the pope and the authority— 
temporal and spiritual—that he repre- 
sents. Recognizing the authority of the 
pope over all princes, states, common- 
wealths and governments, each Jesuit 
must swear upon his initiation into the 
society : 

“I do renounce and disown any al- 
legiance as due to any heretical king, 
prince, or state, named protestant, or 
obedience to any of their inferior mag- 
istrates or officers.” (Ibid., p. 605) 


It must be clear, therefore: 


(1) That the Pope is the head of a 
temporal power. 

(2) That all bishops swear allegiance 
to him, and that the oath makes no ef- 
fort to distinguish between the pope as 
head of a temporal power and the pope 
as the head of a religion. The allegiance 
is personal, to him. Allegiance to one is 
allegiance to both. 

Let us return to the illustration of the 
Queen of England. There may be times 
when she speaks solely in her capacity 
as head of a religion. There may also be 
times when she speaks solely as the head 
of a state. But if an American bishop 
were to swear allegiance to her, person- 
ally, without any qualifications, and if 
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that oath were to include the promise to 
defend her “person; right, honor, state 
or power,” is there any way such an 
American bishop could avoid being pro. 
secuted for treason? 

In the O’Hara case we must chooge 
between two alternatives : 

(1) If the Vatican is a temporal pow. 
er with the prerogatives of every auto- 
nomous government (as the pope 
claims), then: 

(a) O’Hara’s citizenship should be 
revoked because, regardless of the Vati- 
can’s other claims to spiritual authority, 
it is a temporal power, and the arch 
bishop has been in the diplomatic service 
of a foreign potentate, traveling under 
the passport of a foreign state. 

(b) Since, by the Vatican’s confes- 
sion, O’Hara’s loyalty to the pope is no 
more binding than that of all bishops, 
archbishops and cardinals, all such bish- 
ops in the United States should be pro- 
secuted on the same grounds and their 
citizenship revoked. 

(c) The four U.S. cardinals should 
be deported, because in addition to 
swearing loyalty to a foregin temporal 
power they have established legal resi- 
dence in Rome and have received a title 
from a foreign potentate, thereby violat- 
ing not only the McCarran Act but also 
the clear implication of the Constitution, 

(d) By its recognition as a temporal 
power, the Vatican would automatically 
cease to be recognized as the holy see, 
and diplomatic relations with other 
world powers should be established 
on the basis of its secular interests. 

(2) If, however, the Vatican wer 
able to establish that it is not a fempordl 
power, then the United States govert- 
ment (or any other government) : 

(a) Should not accord Vatican rep 
resentatives any special diplomatic priv- 
leges ; and 

(b) Should not send an ambassador 
or representative of any kind to Vatican 
City, unless the government would like 
to send an ambassador to the offices 0 
each of the approximately 250 religions 
organizations which have legal recogtr 
tion in this country. 


A Ce ae en ee ae 
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ANGELS IN THE DESERT 


By A. M. Mateo 


THE WIND BLEW and blew on the Mount of 
the Quarantania, as if wishing to throw out and suf- 
focate the gentle blowing of the Spirit. 


= mp 


ROUND Jesus the huge vastness _ the twilight of His exhaustion: “If thou 

was growing bigger and bigger. be the Son of God, command that these 
The vastness of the skies, where the stones be made bread.” Oh, that white, 
Father seemed to cloud Himself; the soft bread kneaded by the hands of 
vastness of the barren, steep slopes and Mary in the porch of the Nazarene 
clefts, similar in their bare features to home to which He had already bade 
devilish grimaces; the vastness of that farewell! Oh, the fresh smell of the 
petrified hurricane where only jackals flour and of the fields of Esdraelon car- 
ventured to flounder; the vastness of peted with a golden wheat harvest! How 
the silence, the hollow silence of the fat away, and nonetheless how near, 
desert, broken suddenly time and again Were those sunny days! 
by the creeping of a reptile, the slipping 


> From somewhere came the strength 
of a stone, or the quick uproar of a 


to think: But bread is not all; “every 
dusty gale .. . And the vastness of His word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
loneliness, and of His hunger—like a of God” can enliven much more vigor- 
whirlwind itself devouring His entrails. ously. That had been His food in the 
He needed that desolation to listen to desert so far . . . But now that horren- 
His own voice. He had retired there to dous, demoniac voice had taken over. 


prepare Himself for His destiny. The He felt so light and thin against the 
desert must needs be His house of pray-  scourging wind, that He saw Himself 
er. Jerusalem’s Temple would not serve taken up into the air and swept to the 
—He could not meet God there—the pinnacle of the Temple of Jerusalem. 
Temple had been converted into a den The vertigo of the abyss possessed Him 
of thieves. He was constrained rather to and even seemed to rock Him over Tor- 
seek the desert, there to merge His will rent Cedron, over the crowded porticos, 
with that of the Father, there to hear over the past of Israel. His own future 
the gentle urgings of the Spirit, there to He could visualize there across the 
plan His course of action through hu- stream, on the Mount of Olives, and on 
man history. ‘the other fateful mount, the Calvary, 

But that wind—that drying, obsessing beyond the city. He seemed to touch 
wind! It would rise and build in a min- them with His hands, while they were 
ute a sandy phantom which would mock not yet pierced by the nails . . . There 
and jeer at Him, and move with its filthy must be another, an easier way! ... No, 
feet the skeletal shrubs and the lightest He would not cast Himself down, al- 
tocks. The starvation of forty days of though the malignant voice kept chal- 
fast added to the weird ghostly voices lenging Him: no, God cannot be tempt- 
which reverberated deep into His con- ed! 


science, A sudden nausea began to dig into 


The voice of the tempter sounded in His stomach at the stench of the Valley 
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lash of hell. Jesus recovered at 
blasphemous insanity. The fire of diving 
righteousness blazed in His eyes likeg 
surging volcano: “Get thee hence, S% 
tan, for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and Him only shal 
thou serve.” 

The wind ceased. Peace was restored 
on top of the mountain and within the 
heart of Jesus. Beside Him spread the 
velvet wings of the Angels of Light 
The Comforter was at hand. He hag 
won. i Rh, eR 


of Gehinnon and of the slaughter of the 
victims within the Atria. He longed for 
the uproar of the Mount of the WQuaran- 
tania, rather than that hurly-burly of the 
Temple. And to the desert He was taken 
again. 

His feverish eyes could see toward 
the north the rose plantations of Jericho 
and the grassy valleys where the cinna- 
mon and balsam and palm trees grow, 
and on the horizon, like a white priest 
before the altar of the Infinite, Mount 
Hermon. And beyond .. . well, beyond 
the reach of His material eyes, there 
were at the west, the Mediterranean Sea, 
birth place of the races and countries 
and empires; at the east, Mesopotamia, 
Elam, Assyria, Chaldea, Persia, Baby- 
lon, dead reflections of a past greatness ; 
and farther away the meditating people 
of the Ganges and of Tibet; and even 
farther, the races of slanted eyes, skill- 
ful and powerful. Power, power and 
glory. Alluring, tempting power, shining 
riches, shining armors, shining scepters, 
shining crowns. 

The devilish voice clashed: “All these 
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worship me.” It echoed in 
the hollowness of the desert like a whip- 


My brother, meditate on this dramatic 
symbol of the conflict of mankind and 
of every individual person on earth. 

The satanic voice will tempt you. The 
ghost and terror of your loneliness, of 
the desert that you yourself create with- 
in you, will flicker torturingly around 
you. 

But don’t be frightened. The Firg 
Tempted One will stand beside you 
Your body is the Temple of His Spitit 
Don’t surrender. “Greater is He thatis 
in you than He that is in the world’ 
Keep smiling. And the things will smile 
back at you. This is the cnly way fe 
make them smile. 

Then your desert will blossom again! 


PAS-CAL VITAMINS & MINERALS 


Multi-Vitamins (9 vit. 6 min. 
B-Complex with Liver-Iron-Yeast 
Vitamin B-12 and Folic Acid 
Multi-Minerals (10 Min.) 

Bone Calcium with Vitamin D 


| BECOME’A TRAINED 


Dietary Supplement—32 elements—270 tablets......... 6.85 
(Unit of 3 bottles—1 of Multi-Vit. 2 Multi-Min.) 
All Pas-Cal products 15% off to Ministers. 
AGENTS WANTED — EXPERIENCE PREFERRED 
PAS-CAL CO. 203 ALTADENA, CALIF. 


ATTENTION! 


Are you a Christian? Do you like to 
write letters? Would you like to cor- 
respond with other Christians? Join 
CHRISTIAN PEN PAL CLUB. Details 
free. 


John Snyder Lemoyne, Penna. 


MEN AND WOMEN 


distribution of the world’s 

4 a leading religious works! Na- 
aes tionwide demand for _best- 
selling ‘‘Hurlbut’s Story of The Bible.’’ Illuminated Bibles, 
‘Testaments. Establish your own business rendering this 
VITAL Christian Service. WRITE for details. FREE Catalog! 


UNIVERSAL HOUSE, , (21% Arn st 
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Christian Writer... 


More than 160 religious publications 
- @ are looking for articles that jus 
>~*: Can write and be paid for... F 
_ “YOU HAVE THE KNOW-HOW. 
eee Today hundreds of students of 
Christian Writers Institue 

are selling well-written stories 

and articles to these publications. 


EARN WHILE YOU LEARN 


Study at home in your spare time. Get 
athe professional training that will a 
> { you editors’ checks. MARKET TI 
= _ publication free with each course, 
» lists markets and tells how.to slam 
SA materials for individual magazines. 
=Write today for free sample 
lesson and complete information. No 
obligation. Write Dept. CC-53 


CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 South Wabash, Chicago 5, Illino 
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Mrs. Clare Booth Luce, new ambassador to 
Rome, told the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee that she supports the “American tradi- 
tion of separation of church and state” and 
that she would have no relations with the 
Vatican in her role as U.S. ambassador to Italy. 

In so doing, Mrs. Luce demonstrated that 
she is a better American than Catholic. Since, 
unlike the American bishops of the Roman 
Catholic church, she is not under any oath of 
allegiance to the pope, we respect her sincerity 
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The @ and believe that she will honestly try to repre- 
of sent the best interests of her country. 

vith. When those interests conflict, however, with 
and the interest of the Roman Catholic church (as 





in the case of the Church of Christ mission- 
aries in Italy whose visas for residence expired 
on December 31 last and who have been given 
agovernmental run-around by Italian officials), 
we shall be interested to see which way Mrs. 
Luce throws her weight. 

Whether or not Mrs. Luce concurs, Catho- 
licism is diametrically opposed to the Ameri- 
can tradition of separation of church and state, 
and her Church will expect her to act as a Ro- 
man Catholic regardless of her country’s in- 
terests. She will learn, sooner or later. Mean- 
while, her convictions do her credit, and we 
hope she can sustain them without hypocrisy. 


* * * * * 

















A Senate resolution calling for the union of 
Ireland was introduced by Senator Dirkson 
(Rep. Ill.) on the floor of the upper house in 
January. The resolution stated: ‘That it is the 










me sense of the Senate that the Republic of Ire- 
"If & land should embrace the entire territory of 
iow. & Ireland unless a clear majority of all of the 
otsof & people of Ireland, in a free plebiscite, deter- 
stitue § mine and declare the contrary.” It also pointed 
— out that 26 of the 32 counties of Ireland have 
ati 





been successful in obtaining international rec- 
ognition as a republic. 

The Senator’s speech makes good reading, 
and he was undoubtedly lauded by his church 
— Roman Catholic — for thus extolling the 
cause of the Irish Catholic counties, but the 
resolution ignores the right it pretends to 
espouse — namely, the right of political self- 
determination. It ignores the interests of the 
six Protestant counties and is as undemocratic 
in its recommendation as is the institution 

unofficial sponsorship it enjoys. It 
should have called for a plebiscite of Northern 

only to determine whether or not the 
northern counties should be annexed to the 
Republic of Eire. 
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Dirkson’s resolution is as illogical as would 
be a proposal to take a plebiscite of Colombia, 
South America, and its neighbor Panama to see 
whether the now-independent state of Panama 
should be reannexed. Obviously the relatively 
few votes of Panama would be lost in the 
shuffle! And whose rights would be protected? 
What does the right of political self-determin- 
ation mean? 

Shall we take a plebiscite of Spain and 
Andorra to see if the latter should become a 
part of Spain? Nice speech, Senator Dirkson! 

.: «2. a 


Meeting for their annual convention in At- 
lantic City last February, the National Luther- 
an Council: 


(1) Elected Dr. Oscar A. Benson of Minne- 
apolis as NLC president; 

(2) Criticized certain “unfair” aspects of 
the McCarran immigration act as regards its 
immigration quotas and admission of dis- 
placed persons; 


(3) Suggested that Protestants top squirm- 
ing at the Roman Catholic influence in the 
fields of radio, television, motion pictures and 
the press—which was termed by one speaker 
as “quite legitimate’—and produce effective 
countermeasures of a positive sort. 


(4) Anticipated Catholic criticism of its 
$400,000 full-length screen biography of Mar- 
tin Luther, filmed in Germany last summer, 
because it “pulls no punches” about the Ref- 
ormation. 

oe a ee 


Roman Catholicism is firm on the rights of 
parents and guardians—when they are Roman 
Catholic. Sometimes the story is inverted. 


The Associated Press reported from Paris 
on February 20 that two young Jewish boys, 
ordered by a court to be removed from a Cath- 
olic orphanage and turned over to their aunt, 
Mrs. Hedwig Rossner of Gedera, Israel, were 
whisked away into Spain in order to thwart 
the change in custody. The children had been 
living at a Catholic school in Biarritz, in 
southwest France, but were allegedly smug- 
gled across the border into Spain, where they 
were taken by car to a Spanish priest at San 
Sebastian. 


This was the church’s way of upholding law 


and order. 
* * * ®& 


Los Angeles high schools have decided to 
drop “The Nation” and the “New Republic” 
magazines from their subscription list this 
year, presumably because some parents had 
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complained that the periodicals contained 
“biased presentations” or “subversive” arti- 
cles. A school spokesman also said there “were 
so few requests from high schools for renew- 
als” that it had been decided by the committee 
in charge to let the subscriptions lapse. The 
magazines will continue to be available at the 
junior college level. 

This seemingly unimportant news item re- 
ceived prominent placing on page 2 of the 
“Los Angeles Herald Express,” March 3, 1953. 
Why was it newsworthy? Because “The Na- 
tion” has been under frequent attack by the 


Roman Catholic hierarchy. A Catholic domin- - 


ated New York School Board banned it from 
the school libraries in that city some months 
ago when it carried a series of articles by Paul 
Blanshard which were considered hostile to 
the interests of the church. 

Co) OB ee oo 


The fighting men of the (South) Republic 
of Korea are responding to the preaching of 
the Gospel in an unprecedented way, according 
to Pocket Testament League reports. The PTL 
is aiming to put a Scripture portion in the 
hands of every ROK soldier, although the 
present demand is so great that workers are 
being forced to ration Gospels, giving out one 
to every two or three men. 

Because these men will soon be carrying the 
greatest part of the combat load in Korea for 
the United Nations, and because many of them 
will probably die in action, they are a strate- 
gically important and urgent mission field. In 


evangelistic meetings conducted by PTL work- 

ers, as many as 18,000 ROK soldiers have been 

in attendance, with thousands indicating their 

acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
ee 


Actress Irene Dunne received from the hands 
of Cardinal Spellman recently in a New York 
ceremony the Lateran Cross, decoration for 
service to the Roman Catholic Church. 

* *¢ * * #& 


Catholic Press Association figures for 1952 
show 107 English and 36 foreign language 
newspapers published in the United States and 
Canada, with 301 English language magazines, 
38 in foreign languages, and 15 miscellaneous 
periodicals. Most of these publications are 
edited by clerics without journalistic training. 

Elbridge Colby, head of the Department of 
Journalism at the George Washington Univer- 
sity, has proposed recently that a Catholic 
school of journalism be established—a one- 
year course for an M.A. degree—at some Cath- 
olic University such as the Catholic University 
of America, Marquette, Duquesne, or Ford- 
ham. It should be open to laymen as well as 
priests, and be located in a metropolitan center 
where a variety of newspapers and journalis- 
tic approaches may be studied at first hand, 
Colby said. 

In 1951 the American Catholic universities 
graduated 149 journalism majors, most of 


158 


whom were laymen going into lay news 
work. “It is a good thing to have that 
proper Catholics graduating into the lay 
each year,’ Colby said. But the problem 
educating the clergy in journalistic techniques 
still remains. 
3 eee ‘ 

After a long illness, Prime Bishop Frands 
Hodur, eighty-six, founder and head of th 
Polish National Church, died on Februay 
16th in the rectory of St. Stanislaus Church, - 

Bishop Hodur was ordained a priest in the 
Roman Catholic Church in 1893 but broke 
away from that church four years later ang 
founded the Polish National Church in 1897, 

He had been ill for several years and had 
relinquished most of the church’s administm 
tion duties recently. The church spread 
throughout Pennsylvania, New York, Ney 
England, and to Canada. A branch was estab 
lished in Poland prior to the Russian occup, 
tion, but it broke off relations with the Amen 
can church in 1951. 


* * * * * 


On September 24, 1952, the Supreme Coun 
of Mexico handed down a decision which rec 
ognizes the validity of marriages performed is 
the Roman Catholic Church for the purpose 
of legal indemnity. When separation of Churh 
and State was established at the end of th 
Civil War in 1857, the only legal i 
were those performed before civil offic 
This Mexican Supreme Court decision now 
compels the State to regard Roman Catholic 
couples as having the same rights as thoe 
married by civil law. No doubt the next driv 
to be put on by the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
will be to effect a union of the Roman Churd 
with the State of Mexico. 
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Cardinal Pedro Segura, Archbishop of & 
ville, Spain, chided the “American Magazine’ 
a Jesuit publication, and the “Indianapolis 
Catholic Record,” a weekly of the Archdi 
of Indianapolis, for their opposing and cont 
dictory stand on the question of religious lb 
erty. The editor of the ‘Indianapolis Catholic 
Record,” Rev. Raymond T. Bosler, embarts 
singly backwaters (for we believe that he wa 
forced to do so by his archbishop) and thi 
half-heartedly apologizes to his foreign Card 
nal Segura when he said: “The editorial & 
pressed the opinion of the editors only and did 
not express any official views of the Archbist 
op. We are not interested in entering intot 
religious controversy. Our intention was ® 
clarify a difficult problem for our readers i 
Indiana.” But this statement nullifies all pr 
vious clarification given by him on the 
lem. Thus, the readers of Indiana are sil 


faced with the difficulty of religious persea 


tion in Spain. Why has not his bishop ¢ 
forward to clarify the issue? The only 
why he does not is that he would only 
peating and seconding all the official 
ments of Cardinal Segura. 


The Converted Catholic Maga 


cowmoacmnpn = oe=? >. FF ON oF aS 


a 2 ee ed ~~ ed 


ro 


—-Geeeneaaowr =a 


=—_ &2 BWZWBOBBe Zz=es 





BREESE“ Bee See 


8% was 


ages 
icials, 
now 
tholic 
those 
drive 
rarchy 
Church 


Cea eesaere 


bee 


abate! 


i 


“The Roman Catholics are forbidden, under 
pain of sin, to read books listed in the Vati- 
an’s ‘Index Librorum Prohibitorum’—the in- 
dex of forbidden books,” says “Time” maga- 
zine on April 28, in a review of Roman Cath- 
olic priest Redmond Burke’s book “What Is 
the Index?” “He has written a short and brisk 
guide to the church’s position on reading. 

“Pope Pius IV issued the first Index in 1564. 
A Congregation of the Index was established 
at the Vatican seven years later, with the sole 
job of judging what books were dangerous 
enough to be forbidden. 

“The latest edition of the Index (1948) 
lists 4,126 titles—all of them books banned 
since 1600. Many of the names it includes 
must have popped up on Father Burke’s old 
University of Illinois reading lists. Among 
them: Voltaire, Kant, Montesquieu, Descartes, 
Spinoza, Anatole France, Emile Zola, John 
Swart Mill, Francis Bacon, Hugo Grotius, Gus- 
tave Flaubert, Maurice Maeterlinck. 


“The twelve classes of books which Catho- 
lics are not to read include: non-Catholic edi- 
tions of the Bible, books attacking Catholic 
dogma, books defending ‘heresy or schism’ 
books which ‘discuss, describe or teach impure 
or obscene matters.” A volume fulfilling any 
of these specifications, whether it was pub- 
lished before or after 1600, is as fully banned 
as if it were mentioned by name. Many books, 
therefore, that to Catholics obviously fit one 
of these classifications are not even mentioned 
in the Index, e.g., John Calvin’s “Institutes,” 
D. H. Lawrence’s “Lady Chaterly’s Lover.” 

“Since 1900 the Church has banned only 255 
books, most of them theological works.” 
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Pope Hints More ‘‘Princes” 
May Be Appointed 


In his address to the Secret Consistory at 
which 24 new cardinals were created in Janu- 
ary, the Pope is quoted to have considered the 
possibility of expanding the Sacred College of 
Cardinals (now limited to 70) to reflect the 
world-wide growth of Catholicism. However, 
he declared, ‘‘in the present circumstances it 
has seemed to us, after a careful consideration 
of the matter, to be inopportune to change the 
umber of the cardinals (70) as established by 
our predecessor Sixtus V of blessed memory in 
pl bull “Postquam Verus’ of December 3, 
1 a 

The naming of each additional cardinal 
means an “honor” to the archdiocese so singled 
out, with resulting additional prestige to the 
Roman Church in that area; and the unofficial 
granting in the arch-diocese of political-diplo- 
matic status to the Roman Church, since the 
Cardinal is the Pope’s personal representative 
and assistant and the Pope arrogates to himself 
privileges political and diplomatic as well as 


Since the appointment derives not only from 
tcdesiastical but also from a political power, 
naming of a Vatican “prince” is in bad taste 
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and offensive to freedom-loving Americans, and 
when accepted by an American citizen, such an 
appointment is in flagrant violation of the spir- 
it, if not the letter, of the U. S. Constitution 
(Article I, Section 9): 

“No title of nobility shall be granted by 
the United States and no persgn holding 
any office of profit or trust under them 
shall, without the consent of Congress, ac- 
cept of any, present emolument, office or 
title of any kind whatever from any king, 
prince or foreign state.” 


This is especially apparent when it is remem- 
bered that each new Cardinal, or “prince,” is 
assigned to a parish church in Rome. Thus an 
American Cardinal in reality becomes a “Ro- 
man prince” and is eligible on the death of his 
superior to step into the pontificate as head of 
the Vatican State or at least to help elect such 
a head. At present, each American member of 
the Vatican College of Cardinals holds an of- 
fice which might be equated to that of a sena- 
tor of a foreign country. 

That such a thought is not repulsive to at 
least four United States citizens is eloquent 
commentary on the shallowness of their Ameri- 
can roots. 


Former Communist party member and spy 
courier Elizabeth Bentley has taken a position 
on the faculty of the College of the Sacred 
Heart, a Catholic institution for girls in Grand 
Coteau, La., according to Mother Superior La- 
peyre. Miss Bentley, who helped the FBI un- 
cover Communist espionage activities in the 
United States, will serve as an instructor in 
the department of romance languages. 
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Speaking at the annual convention of the 
American Association of School Administra- 
tors in Atlantic City, G. Robert Koopman, for- 
mer chief of the division of education and cul- 
tural relations for Germany, stated that Amer- 
ican educational efforts in Germany under the 
occupation have been a failure. His speech was 
reported in the U.S. press on Feb. 17. 


“In spite of some gains that were made, and 
in spite of the fact that unlimited moneys were 
available to the high commissioner, no great 
impact has been made on German education 
and as of today the ministerial hierarchy is 
back in control,” he said. “American educa- 
tional a have been reduced from forty- 
five to four full time people.” 

“The power of the education profession in 
this country has no significant . . . influence on 
the members of the United States department 
of state who make policy,” Koopman added. 
“Public education as a force for creating dem- 
ocracy is scorned by the department of state 
which should be the agency most concerned 


with reinforcing democratic trends in German 
education.” 


Sounds like Rome in Washington (also in 
Germany) again. 
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Thank You Lord 


Enclosed is $2.00 to help in proclaiming the 
true gospel to a people in darkness. I am so hap- 
py today to tell you my husband gave his heart 
to the Lord and accepted Him as his Saviour last 
night at the close of a grand revival meeting, and 
will say that your CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGA- 
ZINE has shown him the error of the way. So 
may the good Lord use you Dr. Montafio to 
reach many Roman Catholics who wish to leave 
the Roman Catholic Church. 


Mrs. C. B., Detroit, Mich. 
Isaiah 59:19 


I have just finished reading your pamphlets 
“Surrender or Perish” and ‘What is Christ's 
Mission?” After considering the purpose of your 
work and the end to which you are laboring, I 
find it hard to express my fathomless gratitude. 
As yourselves, I love this our America. I love its 
plenty, its abundance of everything that is good 
for man’s mind, body and soul. I love the free- 
dom we enjoy as Christians—freedom to tell 
others of the love of God as He tells us to; free- 
dom to worship, to praise and pray to the Father 
as we individually see fit. I love this American, 
God-fostered freedom with all my heart. And, 
brethren, I have great love for you and your 
work. You have taught me to see the great beast 
on the other side of the mountain of Ignorance 
that waits the opportunity to devour the free- 
doms and liberties that destroy dictatorial power. 
I thank you for being willing instruments in His 
hands by which He warns the honest in heart of 
the great peril. You have my fervent prayers for 
en and wisdom for your small, but mighty 

and. 


Your fight—exhortations, warnings, rebukings 
—appears to be intolerance to some. May God 
open their eyes to your efforts which are aimed 
at helping them. God bless you brethren. Hold 
high the standard of truth. Keep the “Old Glory” 
of Christianity flying until the morning comes. 


I thank the loving Father that He has opened 
my eyes to your gallant fight. He has saved me; 
He has sanctified me; and now He has opened 
my deluded eyes to this raging battle between the 
informed children of God and this sheep-clothed 
ravening wolf of the papacy. Henceforth as a 
child of God, I join your noble ranks with a 
happy, singing heart. And lest we forget, Breth- 
ren, “we are treading where the saints have 
trod.” We are not the first to fight, we will not 
be the last. We can hold the fort, by the empow- 
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ering, mighty grace of God. Use this meagy 
amount in the fight of right. 


A. S., Long Beach, Calf 


Politics or Christ 


I think you are doing a wonderful work. The 
way the Roman Vatican has been able to thay 
dust into the eyes not only of their own 


but of supposedly intelligent people not of a 


faith is pitiful. Unless more people wake 
fear for the future of our country. Even 
best friends look askance and think a person 
be intolerant if one as much as tries to 

the Vatican activities politically. More po 
you and your fine organization. és 


L. F. K., Gardena, Calif 


Our Aim, Christ 


Find enclosed $ ; $2.00 is for renewal 
subscription to your magazine CONVERTED CaT# 
OLIC. May your good work continue. I know 
some of the inside workings of this faith as] 
married a Catholic, but he is now a staunch Pmt 
estant. He had no choice but was made to bei 
Catholic as a babe. But as he became older ani 
attended both churches he began to see the fallag 
of the priesthood and then he made his ow 
choice accepting Christ as his great High Priet 
and his Mediator. When a little babe came ifip 
our home he was given the right to make his om 
choice when he reached the age of accountabilifj, 
and he too chose to be a Protestant. I feel I haw 
much to be thankful for. 


Mrs. J. H., Ulinai 


Pass Yours On 

I had never heard of your magazine untila 
church member friend loaned me hers. Ni 
would like to subscribe for myself and i 
small contribution to be used to further the go 
pel of Christ. 


Mrs. C. M. K., Chicago, 


Strengthened 


We have enjoyed reading your magazine # 
much and are so thankful for the fine work you 
are doing for the Lord. 

Since my husband was a former Catholic als 
it has strengthened him much to find out the 
truth from former priests who know. 

Please use this money where it is most necdel 


Mr. and Mrs. A. R., Yakima, Wak 
The Converted Catholic Magati 
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FOR YOUR FRIENDS 


We will mail sample copies of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE to your friends. Be a mission- 
ory in the important work of Christ's Mission. 

Price — six (6) for $1.00 


Church 
of Rome 
By 


Father Chiniquy 
475 pp., $3.75 


Alimited number of copies of the reprint 
of this book are available. For many years 
it has enjoyed the reputation of being “the 
most sou ht-after ok on the Roman 
Catholic Church.” It has gone through 
more than 60 editions, and is today one of 
the classic exposés of Roman Catholic error 
as well as a biography of a great life. 
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Veripamphlete 


A series of pamphlets giving complete 
and exhaustive coverage of special ques- 
tions involving the Roman Catholic Church. 
These pamphlets are important fact sources 
for your library. 


Those Responsible for the Second World War 25¢ 
The Catholic Church in a Democracy 25¢ 


Ought | Become a Roman Catholic or Remain 
a Protestant? 35¢ 


Mixed Marriages in the Catholic Church 25¢ 


Centuries of Intolerance: The Roman Catholic 
Church and Anti-Semitism 


SPECIAL WITNESSING PACKET 
$3.50 VALUE FOR $3.00 


Bible Is God’s Book 


From Monastery to Christ 


Gift of Salvation 


I Was Blind, Now I See. 


Methods of Witnessing to Roman 
Catholics 


CHRIST’S MISSION BOOK DEPARTMENT 


160 Fifth Avenue 


New York 10, N.Y. 





“THE BOOK OF THE YEAR” 


Schind the Purple Curtain 
by Dr. Walter M. Mor 


Out of despair and disillusionment as a Roman Catholic mo 
South America came Walter Montafio. Now, saved and 
his risen Lord, he takes you behind the scenes to behold the 
filling cup of iniquity of Romanism. You cannot read this 
and remain indifferent to the peril that confronts America i 
growing power of Rome in this country. 


The Monk Who Lived Again 


by B. H. Pearson 


The life story of Dr. Walter M. Montafio, now 
Director of Christ's Mission. F Foll 


Special Offer “te 


ABOVE TWO BOOKS ORDERED 


TOGETHER (individuals onty) aT onty 9 2 


AT ONLY 


ORDER FROM 


CHRIST'S MISSION BOOK DEPARTMENT 


160 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 








